
RESOLUTION NO. 507 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, WASHINGTON, 
AMENDING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CITY COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, the City Council established rules of procedure to organize and regulate its 
internal affairs and provide the most expedient means of conducting council meetings; NOW. 
THEREFORE. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Rules of Procedure Amended. The Rules of Procedure of the City 
Council, as adopted by Resolution No. 451 and amended by Resolution No. 476 and Resolution 
No. 477 are amended as presented in Exhibit A to this Resolution. 

Section 2. Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediate upon signing. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON THE 12'h DAY OF DECEMBER, 2005. 

~~ 
Ken Grassi, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

~,g,.z:. 
Sarah Ortiz, City Clerk D 
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Exhibit A 

5. Put motions to a vote and announce the outcome. 

C. Presiding Officer. Question or Order. The Presiding Officer shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to the right of appeal to the Council by any member. 

D. Presiding Officer. Participation. The Presiding Officer may at his or her discretion 
call the Mayor Pro Tern or, in his or her absence, any member to take the chair 
so the Presiding Officer may make a motion or for other good cause yield the 
Chair. 

E. Request for Written Motions. Motions shall be reduced to writing when required 
by the Presiding Officer of the Council or any member of the Council. All 
resolutions and ordinances shall be in writing. 

SECTION 4. DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF COUNCILMEMBERS. 

A. Forms of Address. The Mayor shall be addressed as "Mayor (surname)." "Your 
. Honor," or Mr./Madam Mayor. Members of the Council shall be addressed 
according to their preference as "Council member (surname)," "Councilor 
(surname)," or Mr./Mrs./ Miss/ Ms. (surname). First names shall not be used in 
the Council Chamber. 

B. Seating Arrangement at Regular Meetings. The Mayor shall sit at the center of 
the Council, and the Mayor Pro Tern shall sit at the ~left hand of the Mayor. 
The Councilmember most recently preceding the Mayor in mayoral office shall sit 
at the right hand of the Mayor. Other Councilmembers are to be seated in a 
manner acceptable to Council. If there is a dispute, seating shall be in position 
order. 

C. Dissents and Protests. Any Councilmember shall have the right to express 
dissent from or protest against any ordinance or resolution of the Council and 
have the reason therefore entered in the minutes. 

SECTION 5. . CITY ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

The City of University Place's Commissions, Committees, and Task Forces provide an 
invaluable service to the City. Their advice on a wide variety of subjects aids the Council in the 
decision-making process. Effective citizen participation is an invaluable tool for local 
government. 

All City Advisory Committees are advisory to the City Council and are not authorized to take 
independent action representing the City with other agencies or bodies. 

A. Establishment of Advisorv Bodies. These advisory bodies will be established by 
City Resolution or Ordinance, if required by state statute. The enacting 
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B. Staff Input. During regular or special meetings of the Council, the presiding 
officer will call for a staff report on business items as the agenda is considered 
and before a motion is entertained by the presiding officer. Once a motion is 
pending, debate is limited to Councilmembers; additional staff input will be limited 
to providing clarification on issues if requested by a Councilmember. 

C. Reconsideration. A motion to reconsider is in order during the meeting after a 
motion has been acted upon either at the same meeting or at the next regular or 
special meeting of the Council. It must be made by a member who voted on the 
prevailing side, i.e., if a motion fails to pass, reconsideration must be moved by 
one who voted against the motion. It is debatable and requires a majority vote. 

SECTION 10. PUBLIC TESTIMONY. 

A. Public Comment 

During Regular or Special Meetings of the Council, public comments will be 
invited during the Public Comment portion of the agenda. The public is also 
invited to provide written comment on any non-quasi-judicial or legislative matter. 
It is encouraged that such written comments be filed with the clerk by 1 :00 p.m. 
of the Wednesday preceding the Regular Meeting. If written comments are given 
at the meeting, the presenter should provide eleven copies for the Council and 
staff. 

In addition, public oral testimony may be taken on other non-quasi-judicial or 
legislative matters as they arise during the course of the meeting agenda. 
However, once a motion is pending, debate is limited to Councilmembers and no 
further public comment will be taken, unless a Councilmember requests further 
testimony. 

Public comments should be limited to no more than fGHf three minutes per 
person. 

The Council may more informally take public comments at a Study Session, 
when appropriate and practical. In addition, individuals may petition to appear on 
the agenda of a future Study Session to address the Council on specific issues or 
requests. Such petitions should be directed to the City Clerk or the City Manager 
for scheduling up to 15 minutes on a future Study Session Agenda as time 

·allows. 

B. Identification of Speakers. Persons testifying shall identify themselves for the 
record as to name, address and organization. 

C. Instructions for Speakers. An instruction notice and/or sign up sheet will be 
provided at the entrance to the Council chambers. Speakers will be advised by 
the Mayor that their testimony is being recorded. Persons testifying should 
address their comments to the City Council, not the audience. 
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