ORDINANCE NO. 42

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE,
WASHINGTON, ADOPTING BY REFERENCE TITLE 6 OF THE PIERCE
COUNTY CODE AS THE INTERIM ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS
FOR THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE.

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that regulation of animals within the City
which are not regulated as to conduct by Federal statute or regulation is in the best interest of
public health, safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the City‘Council has determined that it is in the City's best interests to adopt
animal control regulationsset forth'in Title 6 of the Pierce County Code as the Interim Animal Control
Regulations for the City of University Place; NOW THEREFORE,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, WASHINGTON, .
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Pierce County Animal Control Repulations Adopted. The City adopts by
reference Title 6 of the Pierce County Code, as now in effect and as may be subsequently amended, as
the Interim Animal Control Regulations for'the City, except that any reference to unincorporated
Pierce County shall refer to the City of University Place.

Section 2. Copy to be Available. One copy of Title 6 of the Pierce County Code, shall be
available in the office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public.

Section 3. Severability. If any section, sentence, clauseor phrase of this ordinance shall
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause
or phrase of this ordinance.

_ Section4. ~ Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect on the official date of
incorporation. ‘

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON JULY 31, 1995.

c:/clerk/ords/animat



ATTEST:

W—-

Susan Matthew, Interim City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Robert J. Backstein, Interim City Attorney

Date of Publication: August2, 1995
Effective Date: August 31, 1995

¢:/clerk/ords/animal



gections:

Chapter €.02

ANIMAL CONTROL - GENERAL PROVISIONS

-6.02.010 Dafinitions. :

6.02.020 Authorized Agents May Perform Duties.

€6.02.030 _Authority to Pursue. -

6€.02.040  MNotice of Impounding Animal.

6.02.050  Eindering an Officer.

6.02.060  Interference With Impounding.

-6.02.070 (Redemption of Dogs.

6.02.080 Rsdemption of Cats or Other Animals. ' :
6.02.085 Mandatory Spay/Neuter for Impounded Dogs and Cats -

Deposit -~ Refund - Exception.

€.02.090 Injured or Diseased Animals.

6.02.100 Duties Upon Injury or Death to an Animal.
6.02.110 Poisoning of Animals. ‘
6.02,120 2Abatement of Nuisances.

6.02.130 Penalty for Viclation.

€.02.140 Beverability.

6€.02.010

Definitions.

As used in this Title, the following terms shall have the
follow1ng meanings:

AI
B.

D-

E.

vadult"” means any animal over the age of seven months.
"2Animal" means and includes female, spayed female, male
and neutered male animals, excepting any goat, horse,
mule, cattle, swine, ass, or other’ 11vestock, and
excepting any dog or cat.

*Animal Control Agency" means that animal control
organization authorized by Pierce County to enforce 1ts
animal control provisions.

*animal Shelter™ means that animal control fac111ty
authorized by Pierce County. _

"at large" means off the premises of the ‘cwner or keeper
of the dog, cat, or animal, and not under restraint by
leash or chain or not otherwise controlled by a
competent person. .
"cat" means and includes female, spayed female, male and

" neutered male cats. 4

"Competent person" means a person who is able to R
sufficiently care for, control, and restrain his/her i ".
dog, cat, or other animal, and who has the capacity to 3%
exercise sound judgement regarding the rights and safety
of others.

nCourt" means District Court or the Superior cOurt,
which courts shall have concurrent 3urlsdlct10n
hereunder. : o
“Dog" means and incudes female, spayed female, male and
neutered male dogs. :
YHumane trap" means a llve animal box enclosure trap
designed to capture and hold an animal without 1njury.'
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K. "Impound” means to receive into the custody of the e
Animal Control Shelter, or into the custody of the
Director or his/her authorized agent or deputy.

I.. "Juvenile" means any animal from weaning to seven months

of age,.
M. "Misdemeanor®™ means a maximum penalty of 90 days in jail

and/or a $1,000.00 fine, pursuant to Section 1.12.010 of

: this Code.

N. "YOwner"™ means any person, firm, or corporation owning,
having an interest in, or having control or custody or .
possession of any dog, cat, or animal. .

0.7 vpotentially Dangerous Dog" means any dog that when .
unprovoked: (a) Inflicts bites on a human or a domestic
animal either on public or private property, or (b}
chases or approaches a person upon the streets, side-
walks, or any public grounds or private property in a
menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, or (c)
any dog with a known propensity, tendency, or
dlsp051tlon to attack unprovoked or to cause injury or
otherwise to threaten the safety of humans or domestic
animal on any public or private property.

P. YSecurely enclosed and. locked" means a pen or structure
which has secure sides and a secure top. If the pen or
structure has no bottom secured to the sides, then the
sides must be embedded in the ground no 1ess than one
foot,

. Q. "Unconfined" means not securely confined indoors or in a
.securely ‘enclosed and locked pen oxr structure upon the
premises of the person owning, harboring or having the
“care of the animal.

(Ord. 92~35 § 1 (part), 1992; Ord. 89-235" §°3; 1990; ord. 87-40S
1 (part), 1987) :

6.02.020 Authorized Agents May Perform Duties.
Wherever a power is granted to or a duty imposed upon the

Sheriff, the power may be exercised or the duty may be performed '

by a Deputy of the Sheriff or by an authorized agent of Pierce

County, deputizod by the Sheriff. (Ord. 87-40S §.1 (part), 1987)

6.02,030 Authority to Pursua.
‘Those employees or agents of the County charged with the

'dﬁiy of seizing dogs,.cats, or other animals running at Qdarge may

pursue such dogs, cats, or other animals onto County-owned
property, vacant property, and unenclosed private property, and
selze, remove, and impound the same. (Ord. 87~405 § 1 (part),
1987) ' .

6.02.040 Notice of Impounding Animal.

Upon the impoundment of any dog, cat, or other animal under
the provisions of this Title, the animal control agency shall-
immediately notify the owner, if the owner is known, of the .
impounding of such dog, cat, or other animal, and of the terms
upon which said animal can be redeened. The impounding authority
shall retain said dog, cat, or other animal for forty-eight hours
following actual notice to the owner. The notifying of any
person over the age of eighteen who resides at the owner’s

Yarmesnis 1007 L = D
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domicile shall constitute actual notice to the owner. If the
owner of said dog, cat, or other animal so impounded is unknown,
then said animal control agency shall make a reasonable effort to
locate and notify the owner of the impounding of said dog. (Ord.
87 405 § 1 (paxt), 1987)

 6.02.050 Hindering an Officer. :

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with,
hinder; delay, or impede any officer who is enforcing the provi-
sions ‘of this Title as herein provided. (Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part),
1987) .

6.02.060 Interferance With Impounding.

It is unlawful for any person to willfully prevent -or hinder
the impounding-of any.dog, cat, or other animal, or to by force
or otherwise remove . any dog, cat, or other animal from the animal
shelter without authority of the person in charge of the animal
shelter, or without payment of all lawful charges against such -
dog, cat, or other animal; or to willfully resist or obstruct any
officer in the performance of any official duty. (Oxrd. 87-408
§ 1 (part), 1987)

6.02.070 Redemption of Dogs.

The owner of any dog impounded under this Chapter may redeem
said dog within forty-eight hours from time of impounding by
paying to the animal control agency a redemption fee of $25.00.
In addition to the redemption fee, the redeemer shall pay, as a
boarding charge for the caring and keeping.of such dog, the sum
of $5.00 per day for each day, including the first and last days,
that the dog is retained by the impounding authority. If such '
dog is not redeemed by the owner within forty-eight hours, then
any person may redeem it within the next forty-eight hours by
complying with the above provision, and in ease such dog is not.
redeemed at the end of such time, it may be humanely. destroyed or
otherwise disposed of within the discretion of thesanimal control
agency. (Ord. 88-138 § 1, 1988; Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part), 1987)

6.02.080 Redemption of Cats or Other Animals.

: The owner of any cat or other animal 1mpounded under the
provisions of this Chapter may redeem it within forty-eight hours
from the time of impounding by paying to the animal control
agency a redemption fee of $15.,00. 1In addition to the redemptlon
fee, the redeenmer shall pay, as a boarding charge for the caring
and keeping of such cat or animal, the sum of $4.00 per day for
each day, 1nc1ud1ng the first and last days, that the cat or
other animal is retained by the impounding authorlty. If such
cat or other animal is not redeemed by the owner within forty- -
eight hours, it may be humanely destroyed .or otherwise disposed
of at the discretion of the animal control agency; provided, _
however, that any cat or other animal so impounded less than two
months of age, at the discretion of the animal control agency,
may be humanely destroyed or otherwise disposed of at any time
after impounding. (Ord. 88-138 § 2, 1988; Ord. 87-40S § 1
(part), 1987) : : _ : : : . o
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6.02.085 Mandatory Spay/Neuter for Impounded Doga and cCats - -
Depesit -~ Refund - Exception. :

A. Mandatory Spay/Neuter - Deposit. No unaltered dog or
cat that is impounded more than once in any twelve month
period may be redeemed by any perscn until the sum of
$35.00 is deposited with the Tacoma-Pierce County Humane
Society to cover the cost of spaying or neutering the
animal.

B. Refund. The alteration deposit shall be refunded upon a-
showing of proof of alteration from a licensed
veterinarian.

C{ Exception. The alteration deposit shall not be required
if the owner or other person redeeming the animal
prov1des a written statement from a licensed .
veterinarian that the spay or neuter procedure would be
harmful to the animal. :

(ord. 92-35 § 1 (part), 1992)
6.02.090 Injured oxr Diseased Animals,

Any dog, cat, or /other animal suffering from serious injury
or disease may be humanely destroyed by the animal control
agency; provided, that the animal control agency shall immedi-
ately notify the owner, 'if-the owner is known, and if the owner
is unknown, make a reasonable effort to locate and notify the
owner. (Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part), 1987}

6.02.100 Duties Upon Injury or Death to an Animal.

The operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resultlng
in injury or death to a dog, cat, or_ other animal, shall immedi-
ately stop the vehicle at or as near to the scene of the accident
as possible, and return thereto, and shall give to the owner or.
other competent person having custody of the/animal, the name and
address of the operator of the vehicle and the reglstration
number of the vehicle involved in the accident. ~If the owner or
other competent person is not the person at the scene of the
accident, the operator shall take reasonable steps to locate the
owner or custodian of the said animal and shallisupply the
information herein above required. If the animal is injured to
the extent that it requires immediate medical attention and there
is no owner or custodian present to look after it, the operator
of said vehicle .shall immediately report the situation to'the
Pierce County Sheriff’s Office. (Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part), 1987) .

6.02.110 Poisoning of Animals. :

No person shall place or expose or cause to be placed or
exposed in any yard or lot of vacant or enclosed land, or on any
exposed place or public place, or on any street,’ alley, or
highway, or other place where the same may be taken internally by
a Chlld, person, or by any dog, cat, domestic animal, or fowl, o
any poisonous substance which, if taken internally may cause-
death or serious sickness. The provisions of this Section shall
not apply to the killing by poison of any dog, cat, domestic
animal, or fowl in a lawful and humane manner by 1ts owner or by
a duly authorized agent of such owner or by a person acting
pursuant to instructions from a duly constituted public =
authority. (Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part), 1987)"
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6.02.120 Abatement of Nuisances, .

Any person convicted of a misdemeanor for violating any of
the provisions of this Title in the keeping or maintenance of any
nuisance as herein defined shall, in addition to any fine or
imprisonment imposed by the Court in such action, be ordered to
forthwith abate and remove the nulsance; and if the same is not
done by the offender within twenty-four hours, the same shall bhe
abated and removed under the direction the officer authorized by
the order of said Court, which order of abatement shall be
entered upon the docket of the Court and made a part of the
judgement in the action.

Any such person shall be liable for all costs and expenses
of abating the same when the nuisance has been abated by any .
officer of Pierce County or the animal control agency of Pierce
County, which costs and expenses shall be taxed as part of the
. costs of the prosecution against the party, liable to be '
recovered as other costs are recovered; and in all cases where
the officer is authorized by the Court, shall abate any nuisance
and he/she shall keep an-account of all expenses attending the
abatement; and in addition to other powers herein given to
collect the costs and expenses, Pierce County may bring suit for
the same in any Court of competent jurisdiction against the
person keeping or maintaining the nuisance so abated. (ord.
87—-4058 § 1 (part), 1987) -

- 6.02.130 Penalty for Violation. N

A person who violates any of _the provisions of Sections *:-
6.02.050, 6.02.060, 6.02.100, and 6.02.110 of this Chapter shall,
upon conv1ctlon thereof be found guilty of a mlsdemeanor. (ord.
87—-405 § 1 (part), 1987) L

6.02.140 Beverability.

If any provision of this Title or its application to any
person or circumstances are held to be invalid, the remainder of
this Title or the application of the provisions to other persons
or circumstances shall not be affected. (Ord. 87-40S § 1 (part),
1987) . : : :



Chapter 6.03

ANIMAL CONTROL

8actions: _ -
6.,03.010 Animals at Large on Public Grounds. A
6.03.020 Animals at Large on Private Property. _ i
6.03.030 - Confinement of Female Dogs and Cats in Heat. -

. 6.03.040 Dogs Chasing Vehicles on Public Roads. oy
6.03.050 Dogs Jumping and/or Threatening Pedestrians. s
6.03.060 _Penalty For Viclation.
6.03.070 Animals Injuring Humans or Domestic Animals.
6.03.080 (Animals Injuring Private and Public Property.
6.03.090 Disturbing Noises,
6.03.095 B8ale or Tranafer of Animala in Public Places

Prohibited.
. 6,03.100 Penalty For Violation - Misdemeanor. -

6.03.010 Animals at Large on Public Grounds.

It is unlawful for the owner or person having control or
custody of any dog, cat, or other animal to allow such dog, cat,
or other animal to be at large in any park, or to enter any
public beach, pond, fountain, or- stream therein, or upon any
public playground or school ground or in any public building.
Any dog, cat, or other animal, entering or trespassing upon such
property may be seized and impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2 (part),
1987) . e

TN

6.03.020 Animals at Large on Private Property. R

It is unlawful for the owner or person having control or
custody of any dog, cat, or other animal to allow such dog, cat,
or other animal to enter or trespass upon private property -
without the express permission of the owner or caretaker of such
property. Any such dog, cat, or other animal may be seized and
impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2 (part), 1987) Ce e

6.03.030 Confinement of Female Dogs and Cats in Heats:

Every female dog and cat in heat shall be confined in a
building or secure enclosure in such a manner that such female
dog or cat cannot come into contact with a male of the species,
except for planned breeding. Any dog or cat not so confined when
in heat, whether or not such dog or cat is licensed, may be
seized and impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2 (part), 1987)

€.03.040 Dogs Chasing Vehiocles on Public Roads,

It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control
of any dog to allow such dog to chase, run after, or jump at
vehicles lawfully using the public road, street, avenues, alleys,
and ways. Any such dog may be seized and impounded. (Oxrd.
'87-~408 § 2 (part), 1987)

6.03.050 Dogs Jumping and/or Threatening Pedestrians.

It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control
of any dog to allow such dog to frequently or habitually snarl
at, growl at, jump upon, or threaten persons upon the public

Famnnre JOOR r - B
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sidewalks, roads, streets, alleys, or public places. . Any such
dog may be seized and impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2 (part), 1987)

6.03.060 Penalty For Vioclation.

A person who violates any of the provisions of Sections
6.03.010, 6.03.020, 6.03.030, 6.03.040, or 6.03.050 of this
Chapter shall, upon convictlon thereof, be found gullty of a
misdemeanor Vlth a maximum penalty 1im1ted to a fine in an amount
not to exceed $250.00. (Ord. 87-405 § 2 (part), 1987)

6.03.070 ~Animals Injuring Humans or Domestic hnimals.

It 1s unlawful for the owner or other person having controil
‘or custody of any dog, cat, or other animal to allow such dog,
cat, or other animal to cause injury to a human or domestic
animal which is acting in a lawful manner. Any such dog, cat, or
other animal may be seized and impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2
(part), 1987) :

6.03.080 Animals Injuring Private and Public¢c Property.

It is unlawful for the ‘owner or other person having control
or custody of any dog, cat, or other animal to allow such dog,
cat, or other animal to damage or destroy any property or thing
of value upon the private property-of another, or upon any public
property. Any such dog, cat, /or other animal may be selzed and
impounded. (Ord. 87-40S § 2 (part), 1987)

€6.03.090 Disturbing Noises. ' :

It is unlawful for the owner or. other person haV1ng control
or custody of any dog, cat, or other animal to allow such, dog,
~ cat, or other animal to habitually howl, yelpy bark, or'make
other noises which unreasonably disturb another person. Any such
dog, cat, or other animal may be seized and impounded. (Ord.
89-118 § 1, 1989; Ord. 87-40S8 § 2 (part), 1987)

6.03.095 Sale or Transfer of Animals in Public Places
Prohibited.

. - It is unlawful to sell, barter or otherwise transfer for the
purpose of changing ownership any animal in an area ©pen to the
public unless such activity is licensed pursuant to Chapter 5.24

of the Pierce County Code. " (Ord. 92-35 § 2 (part), 1992) /

6.03.100 Penalty For Violation - Misdemeanor. '

A person who violates any of the provisions of Sections
6.03.070, 6.03.080, 6.03.090, or 6.03.095, shall, upon conviction
thereof, be found guilty of a misdemeanor. For each act herein
prohibited in Section 6.03.090, of a continuing nature, each day
shall be considered a separate offense. (Ord. 92-35 § 2 (part),
1992; Ord. B7-40S § 2 (part), 1987) L - -



Chapter 6.04
LICENSING OF DOGS AND CATS

Sections:
6.04.010 XLicense Required.
6.04.020 Purchase of Licenss.
6.04.020 Fees.
6.04.040 - Late Payment Penalty.
6.04.050 Licanse Not Transferable,
6.04.060 Penalty For Violation. -
6.04.070 Dogs at Large Deemed Nuisance.
6.04.080  Impounding bogs at Large.
6.04.090 <Conditions of Release.
6.04.100 Owner of Dog at Large = Penalty.

6.04.010 License Required.

It is unlawful for any person to own, keep, or haVe control
of a juvenile or adult dog or cat, whether confined or not, in
the unincorporated areas of Pierce County without having a
current license tag attached to the collar or harness which is
worn by the dog or cat. " Any dog or cat which is off the premises
of its owner must have a current license, regardless of Iits age.
If any dog and/or cat which'is required to be licensed is found
. without a current license, it may besseized and impounded by the
- animal control agency or the Pierce County Sheriff. . Provided,
such seizure and impoundment will not/preclude the issuance of a
criminal complaint. Hunting dogs, during a controlled hunt, need
not wear a license tag. (Ord. 92-35'§ 3 (part), 1992; Ord..
87-40S § 3 (part), 1987) _

6.04.020 Purchase of Licanse.

All dog or cat licenses shall be obtained by paying the
required license fee in the amounts and within the time limits as
provided in this Chapter to the Tacoma-Pierce County Humane
Society. The license shall remain in force until-December 31st
of the year of issuance. The applicant shall be furnished with

such license and a metal tag; or in the case of a kennel license[

the year of issuance and the words "Pierce County". “The tag’

shall be attached to a collar or harness which will be worn by -
the dog or cat at all times. The shape of the tag shall not . be
the same two consecutiVe'yea;s. (Ord. 87-40S8 § 3 (part), 1987)

6.04.030 Fsas.

The license fees for the ownership, keeping, or having = .
control of dogs and/or cats in- unincorporated Pierce County shall
be as follows: _

A. Adult Dogs: altered -~ % 7.00

unaltered -- $13.00

unaltered after January 1, 1993 —-— $3o 00

unaltered after January 1, 1994 -- $50.00
B. Juvenile Dogs: $2.00
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C. Adult Cats: altered -- § 4.00
' unaltered -- $§ 7.00
unaltered after January 1, 1993 -~ $30.00
unaltered after January 1, 1994 -- $50.00
D. Juvenile Cats: $2.00 : .
E. Reduced rates for senior citizens, sixty-five years of
T age or older: o '
1. Dogs: altered -— $ 4.00
unaltered -- $§ 7.00 Lo
unaltered after January 1, 1993 -- $16.00
unaltered after January 1, 1994 -- $28 00
Y- 247 Ccatss altered =-- $ 2.00 _
- unaltered -~ $ 4.00
Feo b unaltered after January 1, 1993 -—- $16 00
unaltered after January 1, 1994 ~- $28.00
In order to receive the fee advantage for altered dogs and
cats, ‘an individual’must provide either proof of alteration from
a licensed veterinariansor a written statement from a licensed
veterinarian that the spay/neuter procedure would be harmful to
the animal.
(ord. 92-35 § 3 (part), 1992 Ord. 90-152 § 1, 19%0; Ord. 89-235
§ 1, 1990; Ord. 87-405 § 3 (part), 1987)

6.04.040 Late Payment Penalty.
‘A, ' Any person who fails to obtain a license. by March 31 of
. each year shall be charged. a penalty fee in the sum of
-+ ten dollars. .
* - B. No late payment penalty shall be charged on new 11cense v
applications if: '
e 1. The_ owner submits proof of purchase or acqulsltlon
. of the animal within the precedlng thlrty (30) days,
- or .-
% - 2. The owner has moved into the County within the . . ..
e preceding thlrty (30) days; or - '
- - 3. The animal is currently or has been within the -
e preceding thirty (30) days, under the age which
< requires a license; or -
" -4, The owner purchases the license(s) Voluntarlly,- T
prior to in person or field contact by animal y
control personnel; or
5. The owner submits other proof deemed acceptable in .-
e the animal control authority’s adminlstratlve :

B e policy. o
(Ord..92—35 S 3 {(part), 1992, Ord. 87-405 § 3 (part), 1987) -'PE}
6.04.050 License Not Transferabla. - ’ TR

__Dog or cat licenses as provided for in this Chapter shall be
nontransferable. A person may use a license for another- dog or-
cat that he/she owns, if the dog or cat for which it-was-issued--
is no longer owned by such person. It is unlawful for any person
to give, sell, exchange, or otherwise transfer a dog or -cat- .-
license to another person, even if it is to be used for the same
dog or cat for which it was originally issued. (Ord. 87-40S § 3
(part), 1987)
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6.04.060 Penalty For Violation. .
A person who violates any of the provisions of Sections
6.04.010, 6.04,020, or 6.04.050 of this Chapter shall, upon
conviction thereof, be found guilty of a misdemeanor with a
maximum penalty limited to a fine in an amount not to exceed
$250.00. Provided, that if the person presents evidence of a

valid license to the District Court, the fine will be reduced by

the cost of the license excluding any late penalty fees. (Oxd.
-87-40S § 3 (part), 1987)

6.04.070 Dogs at Large Deemed Nulsanca.

Whenever, at any place in the unincorporated areas of the
County, four or more dogs are found to be roaming or running at
large together, they constitute a public nuisance, which shall be
terminated in“the manner provided in this Chapter; provided,
however, that«this Section through Section 6.04.100 shall not

apply to dogs belonging to one owner who are roaming or running . ..

at large on property of’their owner. (Ord. 81-100 (part), 1981;
prior Code § 36.10.120) : o

6.04.080 Impounding Dogs at Large.

The agency authorized by -the County to enforce animal
control laws shall impound dogs constituting the public nuisance
described by Section 6.04.070. . Upon impounding the dogs, the
agency shall ascertain whether any of them are licensed, and if
so, shall as soon as practicable notify the person to whom the
licenses were issued that the dog.or dogs have been impounded and
can be redeemed. Any dog impounded pursuant to Sections 6.04.070
through 6.04.100 shall be held forty-eight hours. If not
redeemed by its owner within that time, it shall be held an addi-
tional forty-eight hours, during which time any person may redeem
it. In case any such dog is not redeemed within ninety-six
hours, it shall be humanely destroyed or otherwise disposed of by
~the impounding agency. The fee for redeening dogs and/or cats
impounded pursuant to Sections 6.04.070 through 6<04.100 shall be
ten dollars. In addition to the redemption fees, the redeemer
shall pay three dollars for each day, including the first and
last days, the dog and/or cat is retained by the impounding
agency. (Ord. 81-100 (part), 1S81; prior Code § 36.10.130)

6.04.090 cConditions of Release,

The impounding agency is authorized to refuse to release any
dog and/or cat to its owner unless satisfied that the animal is
licensed and that the owner has taken steps to assure that the ...

dog and/or cat will not again roam or run at large in the manner "

described in Section 6.04.070. In exercising the authority .
granted by Sections 6.04.070 through 6.04.100, the agency may
impose reasonable conditions which must be satisfied by an owner,

including conditions assuring that dogs-and/or cats will be" ,Wi:f“_”.nww

confined and that female dogs and/or cats which have run at large”

vhile in heat will be spayed. (Ord. 81-100 (part), 1981; prior .

Code § 36.10.140) . . R
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6.04.100 Owner of Dog at Large - Penalty. .
Any person who owns or is charged with the custody of any
dog which roams or runs at large in the manner described in
Section 6.04.070, whether or not the dog is” impounded, is guilty
of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 81-100 (part), 1981; prior Code
§ 36.10.150) : '
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Chapter 6.07

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOGS '

6.07.010 Declaration of Dogs as Potentially Dangerous =

Procedura.

6.07:020 . Permits and Fees.

6.07.030 Confinement of Potentially Dangercus Doga.

6.07.035" Notification of Status of Potentially Dangerous Dog.
6.07.040 / Penalty For Violation.

6.07.010

A,

Declaration of Dogs as Potentially Dangerous ~
Procedure.

The animal control agency shall classify potentially
dangerous dogs. The agency may find and declare an
animal potentially dangerous if an animal cantrol

. officer has probable cause to believe that the animal

falls within the definitions set forth in Section

6.02.010 0. The finding must he based upon:

1. The written complaint of a citizen who is willing to
testify that the animal has acted in a manner which
causes it to fall within the definition of Section
6.02.010 O.; or

.2. Dog bite reports filed with the animal control

.agency; or

3. Actions of the dog witnessed by any animal control

cofficer or law enforcement officer; or
4. Other substantial evidence.

.The declaration of potentially-dangerous dog shall be in

writing and shall be served on the owner in one of the
following methods:

1. Certified mail to the owner’s last known- address, or

I Yy

2. Personally; or

3. If the owner cannot be located by one/of the first
two methods, by publication in a newspaper-of
general circulation.

The declaration shall state at least:

1. The description of the animal.

2. The name and address of the owner of the’ animal, if
known.

3. The whereabouts of the animal if At is not in the
custody of the owner.

4. The facts upon which the declaration of potentially
dangerous dog is based.

5. The availability of a hearing in case the person
objects to the declaration, if a request is made
within ten days.

6. The restrictions placed on the animal as a result of
the declaration of potentially dangerous dog.

7. The penalties for violation of the restrictions,

. including the possibility of destruction of the
animal, and imprisonment or fining of the owner.
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D. If the owner of the animal wishes to object to the

e declaration of potentially dangerous dog:

"t I 1. The owner may request a hearing before the director -
STt of the animal control agency or the director’s
designee by submitting a written request and payment
of a $25.00 administrative review fee to said
director or the director’s designee within ten days
of receipt of the declaration, or within ten days of
the publication of the declaration pursuant to
‘Section 6.07.010 B.

.. 24 /If'the director or the director’s designee finds

27 .. /that"there is insufficient evidence to support the

T declaration, it shall be rescinded, and the restrlc—
"tions imposed thereby annulled.

3. If the director or the director’s designee finds
sufficient evidence to support declaration, the
owner may. appeal such decision pursuant to Pierce
County Hearing Examiner Code; provided that the
appeal and the payment of an appeal fee of $75.00
must be submitted. to the Animal Control Agency

... within ten (20) working days after the director or
the director’s designee finds sufficient evidence to

- _ support the declaration. ,

7“4, BAn appeal of the/Hearing Examiner’s decision must be
filed in Superior Court within thirty (30) days of
the date of the Hearing Examiner’s written decision.

. 5. During the entire appeal process, it shall be

7" " unlawful for the owner ‘appealing the declaration of

" potentially dangerous dogs to allow or permit such

v

;:;,'i " dog to:
e i a. Be unconfined on the premises of the owner; or
LT, b. GO beyond the premises of the owner unless such

e T dog is securely leashed and humanely muzzled or
R otherwise securely restrained.
(ord. 92-35 § 4, 1992; Ord. 89-235 § 2 (part), 1390; ord. 89-192

s 1, ‘1989; Ord. 87-40S § 4 (part), 1987)

_6 07 020 Permits and Fees.

Follow1ng a declaration of potentially dangerous dog and the

, exhaustion of the appeal therefrom, the owner of a potentially"
”-dangerous ‘dog shall obtain a permit for such dog from the an1ma1
contrél agency, and shall be required-to pay the fee for such

permit in the amount of $250.00. In addition, the owner of a’

- potentially dangerous dog shall pay an annual renewal fee for
-. such permit in the amount of $50.00.

Should the owner of a potentially dangerous dog fail to
obtain a permit for such dog from the animal control agency or to

appeal the declaratlon of potentlally dangerous dog, the animal

control agency is authorized to seize and impound such dog and,
after notification to the owner, hold the dog for a period of no
more than five (5) days before destructlon of such dog by the
animal cornitrol agency.

(ord. 89-235 § 2 (part), 1990; ord. 87-40S § 4 (part), 1987)°



Title 6 - Animals
6.07.030

6.07.030 Confinement of Potentially bDangerocus bogs. g
Following a declaration of potentially dangerous dog and the
exhaustion of the appeal therefrom, it shall be unlawful for the
person owning or harboring or having care of such potentially.
dangerous dog to allow and/or permit such dog to:
A. Be unconfined on the premises of such person; or
B. Go beyond the premises of such person unless such dog is
. securely leashed and humanely muzzled or otherwise
securely restrained.
{Ord. 89-235 § 2 (part), 1990; Ord. 87-40S § 4 (part), 1987)

6.07.035 Notification of 8S8tatus of Potentially Dangerous Dbog.

The owner of a dog that has been classified as a potentially
dangerous dog shall immediately notify the animal control _agency -
when such dog:

A. Is loose or unconflned, or '

B. Has bitten or otherwise injured a human being or

‘attacked another animal; or -

C. Is sold or given away or dles; or

D. 1Is moved to another address.

Prior to a potentially dangerous dog being sold or given
away, the owner shall provide the name, address, and telephone
number of the new owner to.the animal control agency. The new
owner shall comply with all of the requirements of this Chapter.
(ord. 89-235 § 2 (part), 1990)

6.07.040 Penalty Por Violation.
Any person who violates a provision of this Chapter "shall,
upon conviction thereof, be found guilty of a misdemeanor. In
addition, any person found guilty of violating this Chapter shall
pay all expenses, including shelter, food, veterinary expenses'
for identification or certification of the breed of the animal or
boarding and veterinary expenses necessitated by the seizure of
any dog for the protection of the public, and such other expenses
as may be required for the destruction of any such dog. .
Provided, that any potentially dangerous dog which is. in v1ola-“,
tion of the restrictions contained in Section 6.07.020.0f this
Code or restrictions imposed as part of a declaration as,a poten-
tially dangerous dog, shall be seized and impounded. Further- -’
nore, any potentlally dangerous dog which attacks a human being -
or domestic animal may be ordered destroyed when, in the court’s .
judgement, such potentially dangerous dog represents a continuing
threat of serious harm to human beings or domestic animals. ‘
(oxd. 89-235 § 2 (part), 1990; Ord. 87-40S § 4 (part), 1987)
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Chapter 6.08

RABIES CONTROL

6.08.010 Definitions.

6.08.020 Duty of Ownaer, Custodian and Health Officer.

6.08.030  Quarantine - Notice to Owner.

6.08.040 / Quarantine - Duties of Owner. .

6.08.050  Handling of an Animal Bitten by Rabid Animal.
6.08.060 Publication of Notice of Outbreak of Rakies.

6.08.070 Procedures.

6.08.080 Violation - Penalty.

6.08,090 Severability.

6.08.010

befinitions.

Unless specifically indicated otherwise, the following
definitions shall apply throughout this Chapter:

A.

B.

“animal sheltexr! means the facilities for the temporary
containment of anlmals, operated by the Tacoma—Plerce
County Humane Soc;ety.

"Health Officer" means the Director of the Tacoma-Pierce
County Health Department and/or hlS ~authorized represen-
tatives.

"guarantine” means the detention or ‘isolation of an
animal on account of suspected. exposure or affiiction
with rabies.

"Unvaccinated animal®, means an animal which has either
never been vaccinated against rabies or whose vaccina-
tion has expired according to the current Compendium of
Animal Rabies Vaccines published by the National Asso-
ciation of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc., and
which has been bitten by a known rabid animal.
"Vaccinated animal"™ means an animal which has been
vaccinated in accordance with the Compendlum of Animal
Rabies Vaccines published by the National Association of
State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc., and.which has
been bitten by a known rabid animal.

(ord. 84-24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.010)

6.08,020
A.

B.

Duty of Owner, Custodian and Health Cfficer.

It shall be the duty of the owner and/or custodian of
any dog or cat within the County to guarantine any dog
or cat within the County which he has grounds to suspect
of being infected with the disease of rabies or hydro=
phobia.

If the Health Officer:

. 1. Has grounds to suspect that any dog or cat running

at large in the County is infected with rabies or
hydrophobia; and-
2. Has notice that said dog or cat’s owner or custodian
cannot be determined; and '
3. Is able to locate and confine said animal; the.
Health Officer shall quarantine the anlmal as
provided in this Chapter.
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C. The biting of a human being by a dog or cat causing
penetration of the skin by the animal’s teeth is
specifically declared a ground for suspecting that such
animal is so infected.

(Ord. 84-24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.020)

€.08.030 Quarantine - Notice to owner.

The Health Officer may initiate a quarantine by delivering to
. the owner or custodian of such suspected animal, by either
certified mail or by hand delivering to a responsible persocn
present on the premises, a written notice of such quarantine
which shall prescribe the duration of the quarantine period;
provided, that the period of the gquarantine shall not exceed ten
days, unless it is determined that the animal is infected with
rabies. The delivery of the notice of quarantine to a responsible
person present upon the premises where such animal is kept shall
. be considered service of a notice upon the owner or custodian.

Any such animals soc guarantined shall be impounded in the Pierce
County Animal Shelter or a local veterinary clinic’s kennel. In
the discretion of the Health Officer, the animal may be
quarantined upon the premises of the owner or any other person so
long as the requirements~ of the quarantine are strictly ‘
fulfilled. (Ord. 84-24 §+1 (part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.030)

6.08.040 Quarantine - DPuties of Owner.
A. During the period of ‘any quarantine, the owner or

custodian of a quarantined animal shall not allow the animal

to come in contact with any other animal or person or permit

such animal to run at large outside of the premises where '
quarantined or upon the premises itself, unless the premises
is enclosed by a secure fence from which.the animal cannot

-escape. When the fence encloses the access to the premises,
the animal must be restricted to leave freeraccess to those
persons lawfully entering the premises.

B. The owner or custodian shall not remdve of cause the
animal to be removed from the premises without the prior
consent of the Health Officer. These restrictions shall .
continue until the animal is released from quarantine. Xf .
any animal is found running at large after the commencement
of the quarantine period or is removed from the premises
where quarantined, it shall be impounded and unless claimed

- and redeemed by its owner or custodian within two days after:

. the expiration of the quarantine period, may be destroyed by
the proper authorities.

- C. Upon redemption of a dog, cat or other animal released
from quarantine from the Pierce County Animal Shelter the
owner or custodian shall pay the same impound fee and board
fee for. any dog, cat or other animal quarantined in the _
Animal Shelter, as provided for in Section 6.02.070 of the
Pierce County Code; provided, however, if the animal is '

brought to the 2nimal Shelter by the owner or custodian, éhe”""

service fee shall be waived.
(ord. 91-52 § 1, 1991; Ord. 84—24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code s
36.09.040)
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6.08.050 Handling of an Animal Bitten by Rabid Animal. :
When an animal is known to have been bitten by a rabid animal,
the followlng procedures shall be followed:
A. Unvaccinated Animal., An unvaccinated animal shall be
immedjiately destroyed; provided, that upon the election of
the owner, the animal may be kept, at its owner’s expense,
in strict isolation in a kennel under veterinary supervision
for-a minimum period of six months following the bite.
B. Vaccinated Animal. A vaccinated animal shall be handle
as follows: ' .
1. The animal shall be immediately revaccinated with .an
approved rabies vaccine and confined under the . :
supervision of a veterinarian for a period of thirty
days following revaccination; or o
2. If the animal is not immediately revaccinated, it
shall be'confined in strict isolation in a kennel for
six months under the supervision of a veterinarian; or
3. The animal-shall be destroyed if the owner or .
custodian does not comply with Subsections 1 or 2
above. :
(Ord. 84-24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.050)

6.08.060 Publication of Notice of Outbreakx of Rabies.

Upon any outbreak of rabies or when rabies has been diagnosed -
- within the County, and when in the judgment of the Health Officer .
there is imminent danger of the spread of the disease, the Health
Officer shall publish a notice té that effect in the official
newspaper of the County for three successiye days. For a period
of six weeks following the final publication of the notice, the
owner or custodian of a dog shall keep.the dog securely confined
at all times by leash or in a tight enclosure from which the dog
cannot escape. During said period any dog found'running at large
in the County shall be impounded and unless claimed and redeenmed
by its owner within two days following such impounding, may be
destroyed by the proper authorities. Any person charged with the
‘enforcement of this Chapter may destroy any dog found running at
large within the County when, after reasconable effort, he is
unable to impound the dog or after reasonable investigation, is
unable to locate the owner or custodian thereof. The Health
Officer shall have authority to extend the six-week time period
for additional six-week periods by notice given in the manner :
provided above until, in his judgment, the imminent danger of the
spread of the disease is no longer present. (Ord. 84-24 § 1"
(part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.060) o

6.08,070 Procedures. :
The Health Officer is authorized and directed to develop a
guarantine program for dogs, cats, and other household pets and
otherwise to develop procedures for the enforcement of this
Chapter. (Ord. 84-24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code § 36.09.090) -

6.08,080 Violation - Penalty. _ .

Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions
of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
penalized by a fine. (Ord. 84-24 § 1 (part), 1984; prior Code §
36.09.070)

2 e 1
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6.08.090 BSeverabllity.

If any provision of this Chapter or its application to any
person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the _ -
Chapter or the application of the provision to other parsons or’
circu:mstances shall not be affected.- (ord. 89-~155 § 9, 1989) -
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DOG CON’I‘ROL Z ONEB

Sections:
6.10.010 Dog control Zone Bstahlished.
6.10.020 Dogs Off Premises.
6.10.,030  Penalty For violation.

6.10.010 Dog Control Zone Established.
Unincorporated Pierce County is hereby established as a Dog
Control Zone. (Ord. 87-408 § 5 (part), 1987)

6.10.020 Dogs Off Premises.

within a Dog Control Zone, any person owning or having charge,
care, custody, or control of any dog shall keep such dog
exclusively upon his own premises, except that the dog may be off
the premises if it i= under ‘control of its owner or a competent
perscon by a leash. (Ord. 87-40S § 5 (part), 1987)

6.10.020 .Penalty For Violation.

A person who violates any of the provisions of this Chapter
shall, upon conviction thereof, be found guilty of a misdemeanor
with a maximum penalty limited to a fine in an amount not to
exceed $250.00. (Ord. 87-40S § 5 (part), 1987)
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Chapter 6.14
BABY CHICXS, RABBITS, AMD DUCKLINGS

Bections:
6.14.010 Unlawful to Sell or Giv. Avay in Quantity Under Bix.
6.14.015 Exception - Sals or Gift for !ducationnl Purpo:el.
6.14.020 Artificilal Coloring Unlawful.
6.14.030  Commercial Bale Mot Affectasd.
6.14.040 Penalty for violations..

6.14.010 (Unlawful to Sell or Give Away in Quantity Under Bix.
"It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
sell or offer for 'sale, barter or give away living baby chicks,
rabbits, ducklings or other fowl under two months of age in any
quantity less than six., {Ord. 89-141 § 5 (part), 1989; Res. 7256

. 81, 1959; prior Code § 36.04.010).

>

‘6.14.015 Exception - 8ale or Gift for Bducational Purposes.

Section 6.,14.010 shall not apply to the sale, offer for sale,.
barter or gift of living baby chicks, rabbits, ducklings, or
other fowl when such transaction is for organized institutional -
and/or educational purposes. (Ord. 89-220 § 1, 1990)

6.14.020 Artificial COIOring Unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
sell, offer for sale, barter, give away, or display living baby’
chicks, rabbits, ducklings or other-fowl, which have been dyed,
colored or otherwise treated so ‘as to/impart to them an
art1f1c1al color. (Ord. 89-141 § 5 (part), 1989; Res. 7256 § 2,
1959; prior Code § 36.04.020).

6.14.030 chmorcial Sale Not Affected.

This Chapter shall not be construed to prohibit the sale or .
display of natural baby chicks, rabbits, ducklings or other fowl
in proper brooder facilities by hatcheries or stores-engaged in
the business of selling them for commercial purposes. (Oxd. 89—
141 § 5 (part), 1989; Res. 7256 § 3, 1959; prior Code §
36.04.030).

6.14.040 Penalty for Vicolations. _

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the
provisions of this Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be ..
subjected to a fine not exceedlng the sum of $250.00 or . :
1mprlsonment for a period not exceeding ninety days, or both such
fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the Court. (Ord. 89~
" 141 § 5 (part), 1989, Res. 7256 § 4, 1959; prior Code §
36.04.040). _
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Chapter 6.16
WILD ANIMALS AND REPTILESB

S8ections: N :

6.16.010 Animal Defined.

6.16.020 Vicious, Venomoua/Poisonous or Dangerous ‘wild .
Animals.

6.15.025° Duty to Advise Purchaser/Recipient. '

6.16.030/ Allowing wWild or Vicious Animals to Run at Largc
Prohibited.

6.16.040 Exceptions for Clrcuses, Zoos, and Transportation of
¥Wild Animals.

6.16.050 Viclations-Penalty-Continuing Offenses.

Croas-rafarence: ~RCW 9.08.010

6.16. 010 Animal Defined.

For purposes of this/Chapter, "animal" means all reptiles,
birds, invertebrates, mammals, amphibians, and fishes. (Ord. 89—~
141 § 6 (part), 1989) ' ' :

6.16.020 Vicious, Venomous/Poisonous or Dangerous Wild Animals.

No person shall have, Xkeep, maintain, or have in hisjfher -
possession or under his/her control, within the unincorporated
area of Pierce County, any lion, tiger, bear, chimpanzee,
gorilla, cougar, mountain lion, badger; wolf, coyote, fox, lynx,
or any other vicious or wvenomous/poisonous wild animal; provided,
persons residing in the unincorporated area of Pierce COunty may
keep potentially dangerous wild animals.other than a lion,-tiger, -
bear, chimpanzee, gorilla, cougar, mountain lion, badger, wolf,
coyote, fox, lynx, or other vicious or venomous/poisonous wild -
animal, if they obtain a permit from the Tacoma-Pierce County
Humane Society.

Such permits shall be granted only upon a showing by the
applicant that adequate safeguards have been instituted and will
be maintained which effectively control any dangerous or vicious
propensities of such animal, and eliminate any danger to
individuals and property, and that the keeping and maintaining of
such animal will be in the best interests of the animaland will
in no way constitute a nuisance to the occupant of any
surrounding property.

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to exonerate anyone
from liability that may occur from the keeping of such wild -
animal whether under permit or not. -

(ord. 85-141 § 6 (part), 1989; prior Code § 36. 06. 010)

6.16.025% Duty to Advise Purchaser/Recipient.

Any person offering for sale or gift any animal in
-unincorporated Pilerce County which falls within Section 6.16.020
shall have the duty to advise the purchaser or recipient of the
wild nature of the animal and its wvicious, venomous/poisonous, or
dangerous propensities and of the fact that possession of such
animal is regulated or prohibited by the Pierce County Code,
(Ord. 89-141 § 6 (part)}, 1989; prior Code § 36.06.015)

6 - 20
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.35.16.030 Allowing Wild or Vvicious Animals to Run at Large
Prohibited.

No person owning or having charge, custody, control, or .
possession of any animal specified in Section 6.16. 020 shall
permit or allow the same to run at large upon any highway,
street, lane, alley, court, or any other place, public or
private, or within the premises of such person in such a manner .
as to endanger any person lawfully entering such premisea. .(Ord.
89-141'§ 6 (part), 1989; prior Code § 36.06.020) e

6.16.040 Exception for Circuses, Zoos, and Transportation of
. 7 ¥Wild Animals. -y
A. Section 6.16.020 shall not apply to any person vho ha;
custody of any animal described in that Section in .~ .
connection'with the operation of any zoo or circus or any -
program of medical or scientific research, provided, such
person has taken adequate measures to safeguard persons and
property.
B. Section 6.16. 020 shall not apply to any person keeping,
maintaining or hav1ng in his possession or under his control
any animal defined in that Section when such person is ...
transporting such animal through Pierce County, provided, he
has taken adequate safeguards to protect the public, and has
notified the Sheriff of his proposed route of transportatlon
and of the time that such £rip is to take place,

(Ord. 89-141 § 6 (part), 1989; prior Code § 36.06.030)

6.16.050 Violation-Penalty.

~Any person, firm, or corporation wviolating any of the
provisions of this Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be
subjected to a fine not exceeding the sum ©£-$250.00 or.
imprlsonment for a period not exceeding ninety days, or both such
fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the Court. (Ord.. 89~
141 § 6 (part), 1989; prior Code § 36.02.010) :
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6,18, 020 violations. - e LT

6.187010  Btock Restiicted Afea. =~ ‘-~ (% R it te
All ‘areas of unincorporated Pierce County are restricted areas

where livestock may not run at large. " “ (ord. 91—69 ‘§ 1 (part),

1991; ord.’ 89-241.§ 7 (part), 1939, prior Code s 36 14 ozo)
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< Any person, “firm; or. corporation violating any of the
provisions of this Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be
subjected to a fine not.exceeding the sum of $250.00 or
‘imprisonment for a period not exceeding ninety days, or both such
- fine and imprisonment at the' discretion of the Court. - (Ord.
91-69 § 1 (part), 1991,'Drd. 89—141 S 7 (part), 1989, prior Code
§ 36.24. 030) & -

A

Effective date.--Septamber 1, 1991 ‘?:i - .J:_':“>9‘"?_J'*
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