
ORDINANCE NO. 138 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON, ADOPTING BY REFERENCE PIERCE 
COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 5.24 (COMMERCIAL 
KENNEL/CATTERY, HOBBY KENNEL, FOSTER KENNEL, 
PRIVATE KENNEL, GROOMING PARLOR OR PET SHOP) 
EXCEPTING ONLY SECTION 5.24.160 AS REGULATIONS OF 
THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it is in the interest of the peace, health, safety, 
and welfare of the people of University Place; and desires to provide for the control and 
regulation of facilities and kennels in the City; NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Adopting Chapter 5.24 of Pierce County Code. Excepting only 
Section 5.24.160. by Reference. 

Pierce County Code Chapter 5.24 Commercial Kennel or Cattery, Hobby Kennel, 
Foster Kennel, Private Kennel, Grooming Parlor, or Pet Shop is hereby adopted by 
reference as a regulation of the City of University Place (excepting only Section 
5.24.160). One copy of Pierce County Code 5.24 shall be available in the office of the 
City Clerk for use and examination by the public. 

Section 2. Amending and Clarifying Governmental References. 

Any allusions in Pierce County Code Chapter 5.24, as adopted by reference by the 
City, shall be construed as follows: A reference to "Pierce County" shall mean the "City 
of University Place;" any reference to the "Pierce County Council" shall mean the "City 
of University Place City Council;" any allusion to "fees" shall mean the City's fee 
resolution; any allusion to the "Pierce County Hearings Examiner" shall mean the "City 
of University Place Hearings Examiner;" any allusion to the "Pierce County Prosecutor" 
shall mean the "City of University Place City Attorney;" any allusion to "Enforcement 
Officer" or the "Pierce County Sheriff' shall mean "City of University Place law 
enforcement personnel" or "City Code Enforcement Officer;" and any allusion to "Pierce 
County departments and staff' shall mean the "City of University Place City Manager or 
his designee." 

Section 3. Penalty. Any person convicted of a violation of Chapter 5.24 shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and in addition to any other remedies or penalties 
specifically provided for herein, may be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000.00, 
or by imprisonment not to exceed ninety (90) days in the County Jail, or both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
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Section 4. Severability. 

If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance shall be held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 

Section 5. Publication and Effective Date. 

A summary of this Ordinance consisting of its title shall be published in the 
official newspaper of the City. This Ordinance shall be effective five (5) days after its 
publication. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON MARCH 10, 1997. 

ATTEST: 

~ '" "'~ <~e/ea~ 
"Susan Matthew, City Clerk 

PPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Effective Date: 
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Chapter 5.24 

COMM~RCIAL KENNEL OR CA~TEnY, ROBBY KENNEL, FOSTER KENNEL, 
PRI~ATE KENNEL, GROOMING Pl\RLOR, OR P~T SHOP 

Sections: 
5.24,010 
S.24.015 
5.24.020 
5.24.030 
5.24.040 
.:;.24. o:io 
S.24.060 
S.24,070 
5.24.080 
5,24,090 
s.24,100 
5.24.110 

• 5.24.120 
S,24,130 
5.24.140 
S.24.150 
5.24.160 
S.24.170 

l'\lrPOSe, 
Exc1t1p1:.ion. 
Definitions. 
License Requirement. 
Applic:ation. 
!"ees. 
Lieense. 
Direc:tor - Power & Duties. 
Advertisinq Limitations. 
License Expiration. 
Liccnsi:o Renewal. 
License Suspension and Revocation. 
Appeal of License suspension or Revocation, 
Inspection. 
Impo~na.inent. 
Civil Remedy. 
criminal penalty. 
compliance. 

s.24,010 Purpoce. 
This Chapter is necessary to the ~eace, health, safety, and 

welfare of the people in Pierce County and has as its purpose to 
provide for the humane care and treatment of animals; to provide 
!or the control and reg'\llation of facilities and kc.nnolc; to 
pravE>nt nuis:ances; and to pre.vP.nt enda.nqerment ·Jf the health and 
safety of the public. (Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 1989) 

5.24,015 iiltemption. 
The provicions of t.h:i.s Chapter shall not apply to "ny 

facility which is owned, operated, or maintainei:l by any city, 
county, state, or the federal government for the purpose of 
maintaining or possessinq dogs. {Ord. 95-l5lS § l (part...) , 1996) 

5.24.020 
A. 

B, 

c. 

D. 

Definitions. 
"Adult dog" and "Adult cat" means any .dog or ~at past 
the age of seven months. 
"Anilnal" mean:; any live verte!Jra'te creature, d.omestio or 
wild. 
"Animal Shelter" neans any facility operated by the 
Humane Society for Tacoma and Pierce County or its 
authorized agents, !or the purpose of ·.impounding or 
oaring for animals hald under the autl:?ority of thi.s 
.Chapter or of state law. 
"Commercial .Kennel or Cattery" means any premises 
wnerein a person(s) engages in the business of boarding, 
breeding, lettin~ for hire, selling, ~artcring, or 
giving away dogs and/or cats. All do~s and/or cats over 
the age of seven months shall be included as part of the 
kennel for. paYl\lent of fees. 
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Till• S • B:osine.s Uce11Ses and Regulations 
5.24.020 

E. "Enforcement Agency" means the Pierce· County Sheriff's 
Office, the HUI11ane society for Tacoma. and ~ierce county, 
or such org<:1nlz.ation as designated by· ordinnnce of the 
Pierce County Council. · 

F. "Enforcement Officer" means any Pierce County Sheriff or 
deputized employee of the Humane Socilety for Tacoma and 
Pierce county designated to enforce the provh;ions of 
this title. 

G- "Fest.er SheltE>r/Kennel/Cattery" means, any ·premises where 
at least six or more adult dogs and/er cats are kept and 
a person(s) provides temporary housirtg and care o~ owner 
released dogs/c<:1Ls ror the purpose of· placing the?n into 
a pe:r11lanent homQ. 
1. 1lI!y person keeping more than ten dogs and/or cats 

must provide kerinel facilities. 
2, Kennel ·facilities are :Kennels, ar.imal runs, 

enclosures, and/or any other building uced for tho 
keeping or hnul'ling of such dogs/oats. Kennel 
facilities shall not be closer tban seventy feet to 
any boundary property line of the premises, nor 
closer than forty-five feet to any building 
containing a dwelling unit or ac~essory living 
quarters on the same premises. 

3. Animals kept more than sixty days will be considered 
owned by the person housing the animal and must be 
licensed under pee 6.04.020. 

4. Person>'\ providing temporary hous;.ng must COlllPlY with 
PCC 5.24.030 F. 

H. "Groollling Parlor" means any place o:t•establishment, 
public or private, where <:1.nlm<il::; ctte ·bathed, clipped, or 
combed for a consideration. ' 

I. "Hobby Kennel or Cattery" means any premise where at 
least six but less than twenty adult dogs and/or cats 
are kept for hunting, breeding, tor •;xhibition, 
organized events, field working, or ~bedience trial~. 
Any per8nn(8) keeping more than ten dogs and/or cats 
must provide kennel facilities. Any person(s) or 
premise which exceeds the numbers or engages in 
practices beyond thr.e de.f'lnl l.1011 he:r:ein :for a hobby 
kennel or cattery, a~ dotorminod by ·:he enforcement 
agency, shall be subject to penalties and/or be required 
to purchase the appropriate license. Note: The 
occasional selling ct ortspring shal.L not be construed 
as a commercial venture. · 

All dogs and cats over the age of seven months shall be 
included as ·part of the kennel for p~yment of fees. 

J. "Humane Off lee~" i,; any person designated. by the Pierce 
County Council or thQ Humane Socio;,ty: for Tacoma and 
Pierce County as a law enforcement officer, qualified to 
perform such duties under the laws o~ this State. 

l<,. "Impounding Authority" means the HumJi!.ne Society for 
Tacoma and Pierce County or any organization appointQd 
by the Pierce county Council to impound animals and 
handle and care .for impounded animals.· 
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Wle S. BuJinm Uc•nses and Regulatioru 
5.24.020 

L. "Juriadictional Licensin<J Agent" means: 
1 • The Humane Society for Tacoma and Pi•?rce County, or 
2. Any agency or organization appointed, or empowered by 

t~Pierce County council to register. and licen~c 
do9,,; and/or cat.-. 

J!, "Pars;;on" mean.; ;my individual, f inn, partnership, 
corporation, or unincorporated association. 

N. "Pet Shop" means any person 9r establistunent that 
acquires animals (do9s, cats, bird3, fi~h, rodents, 
reptilians, primates, insects, and any/or all others) 
hr.ed by others, whetber as owner, agent, or on consign­
ment, sells or boards any species of aruimals and otfers 
to sell such animals to the public. 

o: "Premis"'" inciudes a privo.tc house or dwellinci. 
p, "Private I<ennel/C;,ttery" means any premise where at 

least six but less than twenty altered adult dogs 
and/or cats are kept as pets and not used tor any oth~r 
purpose than companionship .for their ownerz. All pQt~ 
are to be o.ltcred. 

Q. 11'1'emporary" as used in·this Cbapter mea:ns less than 
sixty days. 

(Ord. 95-1515 § 1 (part), 1996; Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 1989) 

s.24,030 License Requirement. 
A. License ReqUirements-Generally. It shall be unlawful 

for any person to own, maintain, or have six.or more 
dogs and/or cats, or op~rate a coimnercial kennel or 

141004 

cattery, footer sh.,.lter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, ..... ._ ..... 
grooming parlor, private kennel/catter~·, or pet shop, 
within the unincorporated areas of Pier.ce County wit.neut 
an applicable license as provided for b:y tllis Chapter •. 

' . 

. 'I'h'"' Human.;. snni ety for Tacoma and Pierr~e County is 
designated by the Pierce Coun~y Council as the animal 
control authority and is exempt from the licensing 
requirements of l.his Chapter. 

A noncommercial kennel with five or fewer dogs or cats 
must be licensed under PCC 6.04.020 antl not under this 
Chapter. 

u. Tr~nefer of Lioense. If thara is any ~hanqe in 
ownership of any commercial kennel or ~attery, foster 
shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, .grooming parlor, 
private kennel/cattery or pet s~op, tll<e new owner may 
have the current permit transferred to his or her na.me 
upon the payment of $75.00 transfer fee and upon the 
approval of the Humane Society for Tacoma and Pierce 
County. The transfer will he deemed B!Pproved ir not 
rejected within thirty days from the ®te of the 
application. 

c. Grounds for Denial. A permit or license may be denied 
for the following causes: . 
1. conviction by the applicant of cruelty to animal~. 
2. Withholding or falsifying any infr:;rm:;iti.on on the 

application. 
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Tille 5 - ilusmess Lii=ensts and Regul41ions 
j.24.030 

D- Renewal. Upon compliance with Section 5.24.040 and the 
.tender of any fees required by Sectic•n 5. 24. osa, the 
Humane Society for Tacoma and Pierce County shall issue 
a .renewal license, and the applicant for such license 
s:hall post su6h license in a conspicwll.1s t>J "'"'"' upein the 
premise. A penalty fee Of 100 perceEt of the license 
fee shall be asses.sed if the license •application is not 
sUbmitted by March ~i. Payment ot this penalty shall 
not preclude the imposition of penalties proscribed in 
Sections 5.24.160 and 5.24.170. 

E. License - Required Infol:'mation •. Ever.y license shall 
· state on its face the name of the OWl-ler and operator of 
the animal faclllt.y, .t:J1e audress, th .. maxi1uum number of 
animals Which can bQ kQpt in the facility at any one 
time, and the expiration date of the· license. The 
n\Ullber of animals which can be kept in the facility at 
any one time shall be detennined by ··~he uirector or 
agent of the ~umane Society for Tacoma and Pierce county 
-who inspected the premises, and may :)e modified by the 
Director from time to time if the fai~ility conditions 
change. The location·of any kennel ~hall not be changed 
without prior permlssion of the Dlr..,(;lor ~ml such · 
permission will ~e granted only afta~ appropriate 
inspections have been co.nducted. 

F. Reeords - Duty to Maintain. Every licensed person shall 
maintain recoras rcr three years (current year and past 
two years) on doga end/or ceta. Seid records ehnll 
contnin n list of the names and addr~sses of· persons 
from whom animals are received and to whom animals are 
sold, traded, given away, or qroomed;. All animal 
transactions shall be llsted on the 'eco.rds ~nd U1es~ 
records shall bQ made availablQ for ins:peotion by the 
Director and/or aqent of the Humane Society for Tacoma 
and Pierce County at all reasonable times for a specific 
reason. 

(Ord. 95-151S s l (part), 1996; Ord. 92··26 § 1, 1992; Ord. 89-1.42 
§ 2 (part), 1989) 

s.24.040 ·Application. 
!)., App1.ic;st;j.on-Gene:r:ally. Application \Cot· a pet:lllit t.o 

Qstablish a new license under tha pr:ovisions of this 
Chapter may be made at any time. 

B. Application-Required Information. Any person applying 
~or a license as required by this chapter shall submit 
to the Hu~anc Society for Tacoma and ~ierce County the 
following information: 
1. The name and address of the person(s) owning the 

facility; · 
2. The name and address of the pers:on(s) h~ving the 

>'<llpe'l'.'Vi,::icm or th" facility; 
3. The address or location of the f1acility; 
4. The maximum number of dogs and/err cats or combina­

tion thereof which such facility will contain; 
S. Tha name and address of the per~on designated by tho 

applicant as agent for the service of legal process 
or notice; · 

6. A written statement issued by the Pierce County 
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Tiil• S • Busilless Uceruts and Rtgulations 
S.J4,04a 

Planning Department that such connn~cial kennel or 
cattery, foster shelter/Xennel/cat"bery, hobby 
:Kennel, groo111in9 parlor, priv~to kennel/cattery, nr 
pct chop is in eompli~nce with applli.cable zoning 
codes of Pierce county; 

7. A statement by the applicant giving perinission tor 
inspection Of the facilities at any. i:-easonal:>l.e time; 

a. A statement or permit from tha Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department to insure that adequate provisions 
for sanitar¥ facilities can be pro\•ided; 

9. If the applicant is a pet.store, a l.ist cf all 
species of animals; i.e., dogs, catc 1 birds:, 
reptiles, primates, in$P.cts, fish, rodents, and 
any/or all others, that are to be sold; 

10. The name and address of the licensed veterinarian 
who cares for the appl.icant's ~ick-or injured 
animals. 

(Ord. 95-15lS § 1 (part), 1996; Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 1989) 

s.24.050 Fees. 
The application ~or a commercial kennel or c~ttcry, foster 

shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, srnoming ~arlor, private 
kennel/cattery or pet shop license as required :oy this chapter 
shall be accompanied by a fee as follows: 

Conun~rcial Kennel or c~ttory 

Foster Shelter/Kennel/Cattery 

Hobby Kennel 
(6 to 20 dogs and/or cats) 

Any commercial Kennel, 
Cattery, or Pet Shop 
with Grooming 

Grooming Pc'.lr l.or 

Pet Shop 

Private Kennel/cattery 

$75.00 for the first 50 
do~s, p.ius $1.00 for each 
dog andi/or cat over 50 

$7$.00 

$75.00 

$50.00 ~dditional 

$75.00 

$175. oc­
$75.00 

Any person who has a change in the category under which a 
pel;lllit was issued shall be subject to reclassification and an 
appropriate.adjustment of tn.e permit ree. 

If the licen3e ia denicQ1 no part of the application fee 
shall be refunded to-the applicant • 

. (Ord. 95-151S § 1 (pal:'t), l.996; Ord. 89-142 § !! (part), 1989) 

5.24.060 License. 
Upon compliance with Section 5.24.040 and< the tender of any 

fees as required by Section 5.24.050, the Humane Society for 
Tacoma and Pierce· county shall issue a license, for such 
coillil!.erci.al kennel or catt<;?ry, !o:ster shelter/k .. nnel/co.ttcry, 
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Tille 5 • lhsiness Ucensu and Regulations 
5.24.060 

hobby kennel, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet. 
shop. 

(Ord. 

JI.. Duty to comply, 'l'he licensee snall =mply wilh <!.ll 
standards, rules and regulations set £orth in this 
Ch~pter throughout the licensinq peri~d. 

B. Duty to Post. The licensee shall post such license in a 
conspicuous place upon the premises where sucn 
commercial kenn"'l ot· cattery, foster 
shelter /kennel/cattery, hobby ke.nnel,. grooming parlor, 
private kennel/cattery or pet shop i~ maintained. 

c. Distribution, The HUlllane Society for Tacoma and Pierce 
County Will distribute each license to the ~allowing 
agencies; 
1. Office of Fire Prevention and Ar$On Control. 
2. Pierce County Building Inspection Department. 
3. Pierce County Planning and Land Services Department. 
4. The Humane Sociely £or Tacoma ano Pierce County • 
. 5. .Tacoma-Pierco County m~alth Depar.t111ent. 

95-151S § 1 (part), 1996; Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), .1989) 

5.24.070 
A. 

Director - Power & Duties. 
The Humane society for To.coma and Pierce County shall 

·promulgate such. st~nd~rds, rules, anci regulations as are 
necessary for the operation of this Ghapter. These 
standards, rules, and regulations shall be developed in 
conjunction with one repr"'s"'ntative :t:rom each group 
covered under this: Chapter and a representative from 
Departments listed in Section 5.24.0GO c. These 
standards, rules, and regulations shall be updated at 
least annual.lY and shall include but are not limited to 
the following; 

(Ord.. 

1. Sanitation ~nd safety regulations; 
2. Minimum standards for food and water; 
3. standards for facility constructlon and maintenance; 
4. Classi:Cication and separation 0£·<1nlm ... l:;; 
5. Reguiremants: for veterinarian ca::e; 
6. Pet license taq requirements. 

B. A copy of the standards, rules, and ;~egulations 
promulgated by the Uirector shall Jle,:rurnished to each 
applicunt .for a liccmsc or liocn:l'c renewal.. 

c. Initial application for any of the licenses covered 
under this Chapter shall be provisional and will be 
issued after the applicant co111plies ···•ith these 
regulatlom; and any rules and regula!:ions that 111ay 
subsaquently bQ formulated. The applicant must be in . 
total compliance with the rules and ~egulations at the 
end of six wonths or within a correction time schedule 
tor compliance with this ~hapter. . 

95-lSJ.S § 1 (part), 19.9Ei; Ord. S9-142 §' 2 (part), 1999) 

S.24,080 A~veitising Limitations. 
No hobby kennel or private Kennel/cattery shall nave signs, 

displays, or other viaual representation adveirtising animals for 
sale or breeding. (Ord. 95-l51S § 1 (part), 1996;- Ord. S9-142 § 
2 (part), 1989) 
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TiJlt S. Business LJcensts ond Regulations 
~.24.90 

s.24.090 License E:Jniiration. 
Each license issued under the authority and provisions o~ 

this Chapter snall expire on December 31 of the year of iGGuance. 
(Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 19S9) 

5.24.100 License Renewal. 
All license renewals shall be processed in the s1:U11e wanner 

as the original application except that a written statamQnt from 
the Pierce County Planning and t..and Services Department ·and the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department, as required in Sections 
5.24.040 B.6. and s. will not be required. (Or~. 95-lSlS S 1 
(part), 1996; ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 1969) 

s .24 .110 r.:icense suspension and Revocation. 
Any license issued for commercial kennel or cattery, foster 

shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, grooming parlor, private 
kennel/cattery or pe~ shop under the provisionc of this ChaptQr 
shall be subject to suspension nr revocation if·the HUlllane 
Society for Tacoma and Pierce County determines:that such. 
commercial kennel or cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, 
hobby kennel, grooming parlor, private kennel/~•lLtery or pet shop 
l~ peing operated in violation of this ChaptQr, but only aft~r a 
fair and impartilll h .. aring before the Hearing E:!aminer. 
(Ord •. 95-l51S § l (part); 1996; Ord. ·89-142 § 2 (part), 1989) 

5.24.l.20 Appeal. of t.icense ::iuspenl!lie>n er a·evao'lticn. 
Within thirty days aft,.r the hearing, as provided in Section 

5. 24 .110, the Hearing Examiner shall notify the· applicant or t.he 
holder of the license, in writing, of the determination and tne 
reasons tnerefor. Tne sole method of jutllcial :·:eview from a 
decision of the ~ioroo Ceunty Hearing Examiner ~hall be h~fore 
the ~uperior Court for Pierce county. Notice of appeal shall be 
filed with the Clerk of the Court within ten dafs of.the action 
or decision by which a person is aggrieved. . 

Any P-'t·son whose license or permit is rovo>t<>d ehal;t., within 
thirty days ther<i>afte.r, liumanely dispose of all. animals owned, 
kept, or harbored by such person, or be sold, or given· away, and 
.no pa.rt of the permit or license fee shall be r~funded. 
(Ord. 95-l.515 § J. (part), 1996; Ord. 69-142 s 2 (part), 19ag) 

5.24.130 Inspection. 
It shall be a condition of the issuance oB any permit or 

license that the licensing authority be permitted to ln~pect all 
animals, and the prel\\ises where animale are kept, at rQasona.ble 
intervals to protect the health and safety of the animals and of 
the community. If permission for sueh inspecti;on is refused, the 
permit or license of the refusing owner may beTeVOked. 

An enfor<;;<;lluent officer shall hC1.ve the authority to enter the 
pramisQs if a permit er license holder is keep~ng animals in 
his/her own residence. {Ord. 89.-142 § 2 {part} .. , 1989) 

5.24.l.40 lmpounameut. . 
An enforcenu:mt effi<:!er may impound any llnimal that is 

disabled or diseased because of neglect, abuse, or improper care, 
or whose condition constitutes a threat or danger to the public 
health or safety. (Ord. 89-142 § 2 (part), 19S9) 
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, ... 

s.24.150 civil Remecl.y, 

title 5 -'Bunneu Licenses alltl Reg~llS 
S.24.150 

Whenever a violation of the prov~sione o~ thi$ chapter 
constitutes a public nuisance, the Prosecuting ~ttorney may bring 
action on behalf of the County or the enforcement agency, for 
abatement, damages, and/or mandatory or prohibitory relief as 
p~·ovided :ror l>y lc.w. (RCW 7. 41!. 010; 200) • (01'."d, 59-142 § 2 
(part), 1989) 

s.24.160 'criminal Penalty. 
Any person convicted of a violation of t:nis Chapter shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and in addition to auy ol.h"'r 
remedieA or pennlt1e~ ~~en{fically provided fbr herein, may b~ 
punished by a fine of not more than $250.00, ~r by imprisonment 
not to exceed ninety days in the County Jail, or both such fine 
and imprisonment. (Ord. 89-142 S 2 (part), lll89) 

s.24.170 Compliance. 
Compliance with the provisions of this Chapter shall not be 

deemed compliance with, or eliminate the necessity for compliance 
with other applicable provisions of the laws :Jr L.he st.cite of 
Washin<Jt.on or of Pierce County. (Ord. S!.l-142. § 2 (part), l.9S9) 
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