
ORDINANCE NO. 205 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON, AMENDING SECTIONS 19.45.075, 300, 310 315, AND 340 
OF THE UNIVERSITY PLACE MUNICIPAL CODE TO MODIFY 
SETBACKS AND SIZE OF FREESTANDING SIGNS, REDUCE 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF FREESTANDING SIGNS AND SPECIFY A 
MAXIMUM FREESTANDING SIGN WIDTH. 

WHEREAS, the City Council has often discussed the desire to reduce sign clutter by 
encouraging monument signs in the City's commercial and light industrial zones; and 

WHEREAS, on July 6, 1998 the City Council adopted a new Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan that includes policies that specifically discourage tall signs and billboards and call for signs 
and other structures at pedestrian level; and 

WHEREAS, the existing code discourages monument signs and other lower signs by 
requiring that they be set back 15 feet from the right-of-way while encouraging tall freestanding 
signs by allowing them to be placed closer to the right-of-way; and 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 1998 the Planning Commission held a public hearing to 
consider amendments to the zoning code to encourage monument signs and discourage tall 
freestanding signs; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended amendments to the zoning code for 
the height and location of monument signs; and 

WHEREAS, on October 19, 1998, the City Council held a public hearing to hear testimony 
on the Planning Commission and staff recommendations and after hearing and duly considering the 
testimony and having discussed the matter further; NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, WASHINGTON, 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1 Zoning Code Amendments: Amending Sections 19.45.075, 300, 310 and 
340 of the University Place Municipal Code. Sections 19.45.075, 300, 310 and 340 are hereby 
amended at follows: 

19.45.075 Exemptions. 

A. Exemption from the sign permit request ofthis Chapter shall not be deemed to 
grant authorization for any sign constructed, erected or located in any manner in 
violation of the provisions of this Chapter or any other laws or ordinances of the 
City or the State of Washington, including the prohibition against placing signs 
upon City right-of-way. 

B. A sign permit will not be required for the following signs: 
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23. Temporary, non-illuminated real estate signs or construction signs (not 
more than one per tax lot), located on the property which is for sale or 
lease, er eenstrnetien signs not exceeding six (6) square feet in residential 
areas or twelve (12) square feet in commercial and industrial areas, 
provided said signs are removed fifteen (15) days from the sale, lease or 
rental of the property or within seven (7) days of completion of the project. 

19.45.300 Setback Lines. 

Setbacks for signs. The setback point shall be that portion of any sign or sign structure 
that is closest to the property line. \!ifien a sign fias less t+iai: teH feet si'< iHelies (lQ' €i") 
eleaFaaee aBeve "!.l1e greaREl, t11e setbaek sfiall Be i1et less fRa_.a -fifteeA ( 15) fee: fren1_ a 
st.reet freR~age 13re13erty liHe Her less tl1aH five (5) -feet -Fr0B1 a siE1e 13ro13ert3· line e?tGS:f)t i11 

C zeB:e. \'/l1e11 a sign has less t11aa tBi11een feet siJc i11efles (13' 9") elearaB.ee al9e·,·e the 
greetnEl, the seH3aek s11all n_et Be less tl1aR fi;re (5) Wet fron1astI"eet13re13er~y lir:e ._Rer less 
than t\VG (2) feet :fretB a siEie 13re13erty lii1e. '.'.Q1en. a siga has t11irteeH Feet si?t iAeBes (l 3' 
0") er fflere ef gre:.1118 elea·raBee, tfle set 0ael:: sH.all .R.e: Be less tl1aR tv,·e (2) feet fren=-1 a 
street 13re13eFty line Rer Jess tRaR t1.ve (2) Feet fre1n a si8.s 13reperty line. No sign shall be 
closer than five (2) feet from the edge of a right-of-way. Signs greater than five (5) feet 
in height shall be set back a minimum of 15 feet from the right-of-way. Signs set back 
fifteen feet from the edge of the right-of-way may be up to ten (10) feet in height.- Sec 
also Diagram l following this Chapter. 

19.45.310 Ma1'ian1m Height - C enerally. 

Sign height shall be measured from the average finished grade at the sirm foundation. 
Maximum height of all signs or sigR struetures iF1eluahig tfiffi any part of the sign 
Mrnclme shall be twenty (JG) ten (I 0) feet above average finished grade.gremia. The 
'.~'.·0 ,· 0 '.:~ finished crade for signs on grades lower than the adjacent richt-of-wm· shall be 
considered the same as the averace grade oftJ:i.e adjacent right-of-wav. See Diacram 1 
following this Chapter. 

19.45.310 Width. 

The maximum width of a freestanding siQn structure shall be twelve (12) feel. _ 

19.45.340 Sizes and Types of Signs Permitted in Various Zones. 

A. Chart - Purpose. A description designating the various zones and sizes and types of 
signs permitted in each zone appears in Subsection C of this Section. 
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B. Application for Variances. Applications for variance of setback, height and size 
requirements shall be made with the Planning Department. 

C. Where Permitted. 

1. GROUP I: Rl, R2, MF, and PF 
a. One (1) nameplate, not greater than two (2) square feet in gross area, not over 

four ( 4) feet in height if detached from the residence, and nonflashing. 

b. One (1) identification sign, real estate signs, not greater than twenty (20) 
square feet in area, n0t ~"P?ter than five (5) fret in height, and non-flashing. 

c. Construction signs, not greater than sixteen (16) square feet in area, not 
greater than five (S) feet in height, and non-flashing. 

2. GROUP II: C, TC, NC, MU, MU-0, IB. and Schools. Churches and Parks in any 
zone (except see below). 

a. Nameplates, identification, real estate and construction signs, as 
permitted in Rl, and R2, zones. 

b. Wall signs are permitted, provided they do not total an area more than 1 S 
percent of the building facade on which they are located; 

c. Freestanding signs: 
i. One freestanding sign not exceeding tbrty (3Q) lwcnl\ (20) square 

feet for single temmt buildings, p!<1s a±l aEIElitienal L»';enty (2G) 
SEtHa-Fe feet fer eaeH: aElElitienal BHsiness iR a Rllllti13Je :enaiTt 
s:rt1etHre BHt set ts eKeeeEl fifty (5Q) SEfuaTe feet teta-1, not 
'2'":':''~-=''-~~"'" ~~:i.-h- 0'.'C' r351 sci~!J~·c- fc- 1:! f0: ~nild!!:~s 0r c0!::~::crc!:-!1 
centers with five (5) or fewer tenants and not exceeding fiftv (50) 

square feet for buildines or commercial centers with six (6) or 
more tenants is permitted for each street frontage of the lot, 
provided comer lots with a street frontage of less than one hundred 
(100) feet on each street shall be permitted only one freestanding 
sign; 

ii. OH lets vffiere Hl:Sre tflan ene freestaREliHg sigB is 19er111it~eEl, th.e 
sign area J3SiTHitteEl :Cer iHeli 1c'iElual freestaAEling sig11.s E1Et)' Be 
eerABi:HeEl 13reviEleEi tAe eeR1l3iHeel sigR area El.oes net e:::eeeB fifty 
(5 0) SEfuare feet; Gi18. 

iii1~. ----;'J-r'hl€e-+11Bl8;al~[ifllnf'l'}lfllllllll-+h*eH-ig~hf'l'tHBf€9>f'f-l'fift"8!€6>&StHlaf!l!lB.EliiiRHg!-S&li£!gBH5-S-&Sh&aailo±-!-sa>ee---tt;'<lrVS<llB'H'.,,...3' 

(20) feet, e1;:eept fer eHe sign fer a een=nTiereial eeR-ter, in 
v.il:iieh ease tJ.i.e R1.aniE1un1 heig114 shall Be thirtry' (3 Q) feet. 
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1v. Ce113JE:ereial CerrteFs. 1. EaeR ee1nn1ereial eeRteF Bla)' ha;'e oae 
freestaHEli11gsig11 vo'HieH SRall Rot e1:eeeEl a 111a::imHH111eigRt eftl1irty (3Q) 
feet, er a 111a1dR:llllfl size 13er sigR faee ef se;reat)· Hve (75) s~rdai·e fuet. 
f-'H?' etB.er fi:eestanEliag sigHs allev.·eEl Beea1:1se effren-".:ages er: e~Rer streets 
er H10Fe thaR three lT::iaE1reE1 (3GG) feet of street freBtage shall FB:ee".: tHe size 
?.HG height reqHireHlGFJts ef seet:er: . 11? .J 4 Q.C.~. 

d. Temporary Signs. One temporary sign shall be allowed per 
contiguous lot or business entity subject to the provisions of 

19.45.415 
Section 

* The Planning and Community Development Department may prescribe reduced area and 
height, more controlled illumination and greater setback for those zones in which site plan 
approval is required. 

Section 2. Copy To Be Available. One copy of this ordinance shall be available in the 
office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public. 

Section 3. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance 
shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity 
or 11nconstitutionality shall not affect the ·va!idit)r or constitutiona!it)' of any other section, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 4. Publication And Effective Date. A summary of this Ordinance consisting 
of its title shall be published in the official newspaper of the City. This ordinance shall take 
effect five days after publication. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON OCTOBER 19, 1998 

~c~1<~· 
ebbit:Klosowski, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

~··.~ 
,,- Susan Matthew, City Clerk 
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Date of Publication: 10/22/98 

Effective Date: 10/27 /98 
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Diagram I 
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