
ORDINANCE NO. 480 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL, AMENDING UPMC TITLE 8; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Tacoma Pierce County Humane Society no longer performs the services as 
delegated to them by the University Place Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, City staff has proposed changes to University Place Municipal Code Title 8 (Animal 
Control} to ensure greater efficiencies; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE, 
WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Animal Control. University Place Municipal Code Title 8 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

Title 8 
ANIMAL CONTROL 

Chapters: 
8.01 General Provisions 
8.05 Animal Control 
8.10 Licensing of Dogs and Cats 
8.15 Kennels, Catteries, Grooming Parlors, or Pet Shops 
8.20 Potentially Dangerous Dogs 
8.25 Rabies Control 
8.30 Dog Control Zones 

MQ Livestock Dis!FiG!s 

Chapter 8.01 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sections: 
8.01.010 Definitions. 
8.01.020 Authorized Agents May Perform Duties. 
8.01.030 Authority to Pursue. 
8.01.040 Notice of Impounding Animal. 
8.01.050 Hindering an Officer. 
8.01.060 Interference With Impounding. 
8.01.070 Redemption of Dogs. 
8.01.075 Redemption of Livestock. 
8.01.080 Redemption of Animals Other Than Dogs and Livestock. 
8.01.085 Mandatory Spay/Neuter for Impounded Dogs and Cats. 
8.01.090 Conditions of Release. 
8.01.095 Injured or Diseased Animals. 
8.01.100 Duties Upon Injury or Death to an Animal. 
8.01.110 Poisoning of Animals. 
8.01.120 Abatement of Nuisances. 
8.01.130 Htima~,11,doptions. 
8.01.200 Penalty for Violation. 
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8.01.210 Violations. 
8.01.2+Z.O Severability. 

8.01.010 Definitions. 
As used in this title, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

"Adulr' means any animal over the age of seven months. 

"Animal" means any nonhuman mammal, bird, reptile or amphibian excluding livestock and 
poultry as defined herein. 

"Animal control agency" means that animal control organization authorized by the City of 
University Place to enforce its animal control provisions. If there is no such organization, the "animal 
control agency" shall mean the City department or division that the City Manager designates as the animal 
control agency of the City. 

"Animal shelter'' means that animal control facility authorized by the City of University Place. 

"At large" means off the premises of the owner or keeper of the animal, and not under 
restraint by leash or chain or not otherwise controlled by a competent person. 

"Cat" means and includes female, spayed female, male and neutered male cats. 

"Competent person" means a person who is able to sufficiently care for, control, and restrain 
his/her animal, and who has the capacity to exercise sound judgment regarding the rights and safety of 
others. 

"Court" means district court or the superior court, which courts shall have concurrent 
jurisdiction hereunder. 

"Dog" means and includes female, spayed female, male and neutered male dogs. 

"Enforcement agency'' means the City of University Place Police Department, the Tacoma 
l"iel'Ge--GBtlR!'f--~ Society, or such organizoation as- is designated by ordinance of the--Bity-el 
~e-and any City employee designated by the City Manager to carry out the provisions of this 
title. 

"Enforcement officer'' means any City of University Place police officer or any person 
designated by the City Managerdeputized employee of the Tacoma Pierce County H;;m;:ine Society 
designated te--0nlorce the provisions of this title to carry out the provisions of this title. 

"Grooming parlor'' means any place or establishment, public or private, where animals are 
bathed, clipped, or combed for a consideration. 

"Gross misdemeanor'' means a type of crime classification, while not a felony, is ranked as a 
serious misdemeanor. The maximum penalty for a gross misdemeanor is 365 days in jail and/or a $5,000 
fine. 

"Health officer'' means any person designated by the City Managerthe director of tho Tacoma 
Pierce County health department and/or his authorized representatives to carrv out the provisions of this 
title. 
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"Humane officer'' is any person designated by the City of University Place or-!Re-T.aGema­
Pieroe County Humane Society as a law enforcemenk>ffiGefManager, qualified to perform such duties 
under the laws of this state. 

"Humane trap" means a live animal box enclosure trap designed to capture and hold an 
animal without injury. 

"Impound" means to receive into the custody of the animal control shelter, or into the custody 
of the director or his/her authorized agent or deputy. 

"Impounding authority" means !he Tacoma Pierce County Humane Society or any 
organization or individual appointed by the City ef-Uftiversily-PtaGeManager to impound animals and 
handle and care for impounded animals. 

"Jurisdictional licensing agent" means 1. Hie Tacoma Pierce County Humane Society; or 

6any agency or organization appointed or empowered by the City ef-ld.Ai\!Ofsity--P!aGBManager to register 
and license dogs and/or cats. 

"Juvenile" means any animal from weaning to seven months of age. 

"Kennels or catteries" means any premises wherein a person(s) engages in breeding and/or 
boarding cats and/or dogs, for all or part of the day, and for purposes other than veterinary medical 
procedures and observation. 

"Commercial kennel or cattery'' means any kennel or cattery wherein a person(s) engages in 
the business of breeding and possibly boarding, letting for hire, selling, bartering, or giving away dogs 
and/or cats. All dogs and/or cats shall be included as part of the kennel for payment of fees. 

"Foster shelter, kennel or cattery'' means any premises where more than five adult dogs 
and/or cats are kept and a person(s) provides temporary housing and care of owner released dogs/cats 
for the purpose of placing them into a permanent home. 

a. Any person keeping more than five dogs and/or cats must provide kennel facilities. 
b. Kennel facilities are kennels, animal runs, enclosures, and/or any other building used for 

the keeping or housing of such dogs/cats. Kennel facilities shall not be closer than 70 feet to any 
boundary property line of the premises, nor closer than 45 feet to any building containing a dwelling unit or 
accessory living quarters on the same premises. 

c. Animals kept more than 60 days will be considered owned by the person housing the 
animal and must be licensed under Chapter 8.10 UPMC. 

d. Persons providing temporary housing must comply with UPMC 8.15.030(F). 

"Hobby kennel or cattery'' means a kennel or cattery where dogs and/or cats are kept for 
hunting, breeding, for exhibition, organized events, field working, or obedience trials. No person(s) may 
keep more than five dogs and/or cats. Any person(s) or premises which exceeds the numbers or 
engages in practices beyond the definition herein for a hobby kennel or cattery, as determined by the 
enforcement agency, shall be subject to penalties. Note: The occasional selling of offspring shall not be 
construed as a commercial venture. All dogs and cats over the age of seven months shall be included as 
part of the kennel for payment of fees. 

"Private kennel/cattery'' means any premises where at least six but less than 20 altered adult 
dogs and/or cats are kept as pets and not used for any other purpose than companionship for their 
owners. All pets are to be altered. 
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"Livestock" means all cattle, sheep, goats, or animals of the Bovidae family; all horses, mules, 
other hoof animals, or animals of the Equidae family; all pigs, swine, or animals of the Suidae family; 
llamas; and ostriches, rhea, and emu. 

"Owner" means any person, firm, or corporation owning, having an interest in, or having 
control or custody or possession of, any animal. 

"Pet shop" means any person or establishment that acquires animals (dogs, cats, birds, fish, 
rodents, reptilians, primates, insects, and any or all others) bred by others, whether as owner, agent, or on 
consignment, sells or boards any species of animals and offers to sell such animals to the public. 

"Potentially dangerous dog" means any dog that when unprovoked: 
1. Inflicts bites on a human, domestic animal, or livestock either on public or private property; 

or 
2. Chases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public grounds or 

private property in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or 
3. Any dog with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked or to 

cause injury or otherwise to threaten the safety of humans, domestic animal, or livestock on any public or 
private property. 

"Poultry'' means domestic fowl normally raised for eggs or meat, and includes chickens, 
turkeys, ducks and geese. 

"Premises" includes a private house or dwelling. 

"Quarantine" means the detention or isolation of an animal due to suspected exposure or 
affliction with rabies. 

"Securely enclosed and locked" means a pen or structure which has secure sides and a 
secure top. If the pen or structure has no bottom secured to the sides, then the sides must be embedded 
in the ground no less than one foot. 

"Temporary'' as used in this title means 90 days or less. 

"Unconfined" means not securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen 
or structure upon the premises of the person owning, harboring or having the care of the animal. 

"Unvaccinated animal" means an animal which has either never been vaccinated against 
rabies or whose vaccination has expired according to the current Compendium of Animal Rabies Vaccines 
published by the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc., and which has been bitten 
by a known rabid animal. 

"Vaccinated animal" means an animal which has been vaccinated in accordance with the 
Compendium of Animal Rabies Vaccines published by the National Association of State Public Health 
Veterinarians, Inc., and which has been bitten by a known rabid animal. 

8.01.020 Authorized Agents May Perform Duties. 
Wherever a power is granted to or a duty imposed upon the police chief, the power may be 

exercised or the duty may be performed by a deputy of the police chief or by an authorized agent of the 
City of University Place, deputized by the chief of police. 
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8.01.030 Authority to Pursue. 
Those employees or agents of the City charged with the duty of seizing animals running at 

large may pursue such animals onto City-owned property, vacant property, and unenclosed private 
property, and seize, remove, and impound the same. 

8.01.040 Notice of Impounding Animal. 
Upon the impoundment of any animal under the provisions of this title, the animal control 

agency shall immediately notify the owner, if the owner is known, of the impounding of such animal, and of 
the terms upon which said animal can be redeemed. The impounding authority shall retain said animal for 
48 hours following actual notice to the owner. The notifying of any person over the age of 18 years of age 
who resides at the owner's domicile shall constitute actual notice to the owner. If the owner of said animal 
so impounded is unknown, then said animal control agency shall make a reasonable effort to locate and 
notify the owner of said animal. 

8.01.050 Hindering an Officer. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, delay, or impede any enforcement 

officer who is enforcing the provisions of this title as herein provided. 

8.01.060 Interference with Impounding. 
It is unlawful for any person to willfully prevent or hinder the impounding of any animal, or to 

by force or otherwise remove any animal from the animal shelter without authority of the person in charge 
of the animal shelter, or without payment of all lawful charges against such animal, or to willfully resist or 
obstruct any officer in the performance of any official duty. 

8.01.070 Redemption of Dogs. 
The owner of any dog impounded under this title may redeem said dog within 48 hours from 

time of impounding by paying to the animal control agency a redemption fee as prescribed by resolution. 
If a dog is wearing a current pet license at the time of the first such impound, no redemption fee shall be 
collected. In addition to the redemption fee, the redeemer shall pay, as a boarding charge for the caring 
and keeping of such dog, a sum as prescribed by resolution for each day, including the first and last days, 
that the dog is retained by the impounding authority. This boarding charge will be collected for all dogs 
retained by the impounding authority, including dogs wearing a current pet license at the time of their first 
impound within any one-year period. If such dog is not redeemed by the owner within 48 hours, then any 
person may redeem it within the next 48 hours by complying with the above provision, and in case such 
dog is not redeemed at the end of such time, it may be humanely destroyed or otherwise disposed of 
within the discretion of the animal control agency. 

8.01.075 Redemption of Livestock. 
The owner of livestock impounded under this title may redeem said livestock within 48 hours 

from time of impounding by paying to the impounding authority a redemption fee as prescribed by 
resolution per animal for small livestock (i.e., goats, sheep, swine, ostriches, rhea, emu, etc.) and a 
redemption fee as prescribed by resolution per animal for larger livestock (i.e., cattle, horses, mules, 
llamas, etc.). In addition, the cost of a private livestock hauler, if one is used, is to be paid at the time of 
redemption. In addition to the redemption fee, the redeemer shall pay, as a boarding charge for the caring 
and keeping of such animal, the sum prescribed by resolution for each day, including the first and last 
days, that the animal is cared for at the impounding authority. The livestock may be cared for by a private 
boarding facility, in which case that facility's boarding fees shall be paid at the time of redemption. 

8.01.080 Redemption of Animals Other Than Dogs and Livestock. 
The owner of any animal other than a dog or livestock impounded under the provisions of this 

title may redeem it within 48 hours from the time of impounding by paying to the animal control agency a 
redemption fee as prescribed by resolution. In addition to the redemption fee, the redeemer shall pay, as 
a boarding charge for the caring and keeping of such animal, the sum prescribed by resolution per day for 
each day, including the first and last days, that the animal is retained by the impounding authority. If such 
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animal is not redeemed by the owner within 48 hours, it may be humanely destroyed or otherwise 
disposed of at the discretion of the animal control agency; provided, however, that any animal so 
impounded less than two months of age, at the discretion of the animal control agency, may be humanely 
destroyed or otherwise disposed of at any time after impounding. 

8.01.085 Mandatory Spay/Neuter for Impounded Dogs and Cats. 
A. Mandatory Spay/Neuter. No unaltered dog or cat that is impounded more than once in any 

12-month period may be redeemed by any person until the animal is spayed and neutered. The alteration 
shall be acoOITTfllished by transf)ort of ~he aniITTal by l=luITTane »ociety personnel to any duly licensee 
veleriAarian--in-RierGe-GGunty selected .. by-.tfie-ewner. If no-veter-inariaMs-named, the l=luITTane »ocie!y-4laU 
~nimal to any duly licer>sed veterinarian in Pierce County it selects. In all cases, the 
veterinarian fees shall be paid at the time of redemption. 

B. Exceptions. The alteration shall not be required upon a showing of proof of alteration from 
a licensed veterinarian. The alteration shall not be required if the owner or other person redeeming the 
animal provides a written statement from a licensed veterinarian stating that the spay or neuter procedure 
would be harmful to the animal. 

8.01.090 Conditions of Release. 
The animal control agency is authorized to refuse to release to its owner any animal which 

has been impounded more than once in a 12-month period unless satisfied that the owner has taken 
steps that the violation will not occur again. The agency may impose reasonable conditions which must 
be satisfied by the owner before release of the animal, including conditions assuring that the animal will be 
confined. Any violation of the conditions of release is unlawful and shall constitute a violation pursuant to 
Chapter 1.20 UPMC. 

8.01.095 Injured or Diseased Animals. 
Any animal suffering from serious injury or disease may be humanely destroyed by the animal 

control agency; provided, that the animal control agency shall immediately notify the owner, if the owner is 
known, and if the owner is unknown, make a reasonable effort to locate and notify the owner. 

8.01.100 Duties Upon Injury or Death to an Animal. 
The operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death to an animal or 

livestock shall immediately stop the vehicle at or as near to the scene of the accident as possible, and 
return thereto, and shall give to the owner or other competent person having custody of the animal the 
name and address of the operator of the vehicle and the registration number of the vehicle involved in the 
accident. If the owner or other competent person is not the person at the scene of the accident, the 
operator shall take reasonable steps to locate the owner or custodian of the said animal and shall supply 
the information herein above required. If the animal is injured to the extent that it requires immediate 
medical attention and there is no owner or custodian present to look after it, the operator of said vehicle 
shall immediately report the situation to the University Place Police Department. 

8.01.11 O Poisoning of Animals. 
No person shall place or expose or cause to be placed or exposed in any yard or lot of vacant 

or enclosed land, or on any exposed place or public place, or on any street, alley, or highway, or other 
place where the same may be taken internally by a child, person, or by any domestic animal, or fowl, any 
poisonous substance which, if taken internally, may cause death or serious sickness. The provisions of 
this section shall not apply to the killing by poison of any domestic animal or fowl in a lawful and humane 
manner by its owner or by a duly authorized agent of such owner or by a person acting pursuant to 
instructions from a duly constituted public authority. 

8.01.120 Abatement of Nuisances. 
Any person convicted of a misdemeanor for violating any of the provisions of this chapter in 

the keeping or maintenance of any nuisance as described in UPMC 8.05.090 shall, in addition to any fine 
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or imprisonment imposed by the court in such action, be ordered to forthwith abate and remove the 
nuisance; and if the same is not done by the offender within 24 hours of notice of said violation, the same 
shall be abated and removed under the direction the officer authorized by the order of said court, which 
order of abatement shall be entered upon the docket of the court and made a part of the judgment in the 
aetieH. Any such person shall be liable for all costs and expenses of abating the same when the nuisance 
has been abated by any officer of the City of University Place or the animal control agency of the City of 
University Place, which costs and expenses shall be taxed as part of the costs of the prosecution against 
the party, liable to be recovered as other costs are recovered; and, in all cases where the officer is 
authorized by the court, shall abate any nuisance and he/she shall keep an account of all expenses 
attending the abatement; and in addition to other powers herein given to collect the costs and expenses, 
the City of University Place may bring suit for the same in any court of competent jurisdiction against the 
person keeping or maintaining the nuisance so abated. 

8.01.130 Humane So~Adoptions. 
A. Mandatory Spay/Neuter. No unaltered dog or cat that is otherwise eligible to be adopted 

from the Humane Society animal shelter may be adopted by any person unless the animal. is spayed or 
neutered. In all cases, the veterinarian fees shall be paid by the prospective owner. Any adopted, 
unaltered dog or cat shall be subject to impoundment. 

B. Exceptions. The alteration shall not be required upon a showing of proof of alteration from 
a licensed veterinarian. The alteration shall not be required if the owner or other person redeeming the 
animal provides a written statement from a licensed veterinarian stating that the spay or neuter procedure 
would be harmful to the animal. 

8.01.200 Penalty for Violation - Misdemeanors. 
A person who violates any of the provisions of UPMC 8.01.050, 8.01.060, 8.01.100, and 

8.01.11 O shall, upon conviction thereof, be found guilty of a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of 90 
days in jail and/or a $1.000 fine. 

8.01.210 Violations-Civil Infraction. 
Unless specifically designated in this title as a gross misdemeanor or misdemeanor. any 

violation of this title is unlawful and shall constitute a violation pursuant to Chapter 1.20 UPMC. Such 
penalty is in addition to any other remedies or penalties specifically provided in this title. For each act 
herein prohibited of a continuing nature. each day shall be considered a separate offense. 

8.01.2460 Severability. 
If any provision of this title or its application to any person or circumstances are held to be 

invalid, the remainder of this title or the application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances 
shall not be affected. 

Chapter 8.05 
ANIMAL CONTROL 

Sections: 
8.05.010 Animals at Large on Public Grounds. 
8.05.020 Animals at Large on Private Property. 
8.05.025 Poultry Running at Large. 
8.05.030 Confinement of Female Dogs and Cats in Heat. 
8.05.035 Livestock at Large. 
8.05.040 Dogs Chasing Vehicles on Public Roads. 
8.05.045 Confinement of an Animal in a Motor Vehicle. 
8.05.050 Dogs Jumping and/or Threatening Pedestrians. 
8.05.060 Dog Bite. 
8.05.070 Animals Injuring Humans, Domestic Animals, or Livestock-Gross Misdemeanor. 
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8.05.080 Animals Injuring Private and Public Property- Misdemeanor. 
8.05.090 Habitually Noisy Animal - Civil Violation. 
8.05.095 Sale or Transfer of Animals in Public Places Prohibited. 
8.05.100 Impounding Animals at Large. 

8.05.010 Animals at Large on Public Grounds. 
It is unlawful for the owner or person having control or custody of any animal to allow such 

animal to be at large in any park, or to enter any public beach, pond, fountain, or stream therein, or upon 
any public playground or school ground or in any public building. Any animal entering or trespassing upon 
such property may be seized and impounded. 

8.05.020 Animals at Large on Private Property. 
It is unlawful for the owner or person having control or custody of any animal to allow such 

animal to enter or trespass upon private property without the express permission of the owner or caretaker 
of such property. Any such animal may be seized and impounded. 

8.05.025 Poultry Running at Large. 
It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having the charge and control of any chickens, 

geese, ducks, or other domestic fowl to allow such poultry to enter or trespass upon private property 
without the express permission of the owner or caretaker of such property. Any such fowl may be seized 
and impounded. 

8.05.030 Confinement of Female Dogs and Cats in Heat. 
Every female dog and cat in heat shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in such a 

manner .that such female dog or cat cannot come into contact with a male of the species, except for 
planned breeding. It is unlawful for any person having control or custody of a dog or cat in heat to allow 
such animal to be unconfined. Any dog or cat not so confined when in heat, whether or not such dog or 
cat is licensed, may be seized and impounded, and will be subject to mandatory spaying in accordance 
with the process in UPMC 8.01.085. 

8.05.035 Livestock at large. 
No person owning or in control of any livestock is to allow such livestock to enter or trespass 

upon private property without the express permission of the owner or caretaker of such property. No 
person owning or in control of any livestock is to allow such livestock to enter or trespass upon public 
property, with the exception of public streets and rights-of-way, without the express permission of the 
owner. 

8.05.040 Dogs Chasing Vehicles on Public Roads. 
It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control of any dog to allow such dog to 

chase, run after, or jump at vehicles lawfully using the public road, street, avenues, alleys, and ways. Any 
such dog may be seized and impounded. 

8.05.045 Confinement of an Animal in a Motor Vehicle. 
No owner or person shall confine any animal in a motor vehicle in such a manner that places 

the animal in a life or health-threatening situation by exposure to a prolonged period of extreme heat or 
cold, without proper ventilation or other protection from the extreme temperature. An animal control officer 
or law enforcement officer who reasonably believes that an animal is in imminent danger due to exposure 
to extreme temperatures may take reasonable steps to protect the animal including impounding the 
animal by removing the animal from the vehicle. 

8.05.050 Dogs Jumping and/or Threatening Pedestrians. 
It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control of any dog to allow such dog to 

frequently or habitually snarl at, growl at, jump upon, or threaten persons upon the public sidewalks, 
roads, streets, alleys, or public places. Any such dog may be seized and impounded. 
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8.05.060 Dog Bite. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor any dog which. unprovoked. bites a 
human being while off the dog owner's property, and the dog may be seized and impounded for the 
protection of the public. The court may order the dog to be destroyed, if in the court's judgment such dog 
represents a continuing threat of serious harm to human beings. 

8.05.070 Animals Injuring Humans, Domestic Animals, or Livestock - Gross Misdemeanor. 
It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control or custody of any animal to allow 

such animal to cause injury to a human, domestic animal, or livestock which is acting in a lawful manner. 
Any such animal may be seized and impounded. Any violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor with 
a maximum penalty of 365 days in jail and/or a $5,000 fine. 

8.05.080 Animals Injuring Private and Public Property - Misdemeanor. 
It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control or custody of any animal to allow 

such animal to damage or destroy any property or thing of value upon the private property of another, or 
upon any public property. Any such animal may be seized and impounded. Any violation of this section is 
a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of 90 days in jail and/or a $1,000 fine. 

8.05.090 Habitually Noisy Animal - Civil Violation. 
A. It is unlawful for the owner or other person having control or custody of any animal to allow 

such animal to habitually howl, yelp, bark, or make other noises which unreasonably disturb another 
person. Allowing an animal to habitually howl, yelp, bark or make other noises which unreasonably disturb 
another person shall carry a minimum penalty of $100.00 and a maximum penalty of $250.00. In addition 
to any such fine, the Hearings Examiner may declare the animal a nuisance, order that it be confined or 
impounded, declare the necessary measures which the owner must comply with to confine the animal, 
and impose on the owner or custodian of the animal all expenses of impoundment, including shelter, food, 
and veterinary expenses. 

B. Upon receipt of a complaint of a noisy animal, the animal control officer shall notify the 
owner or custodian in writing of the nature of the complaint. If there is a second complaint within a three­
month period, the animal control officer shall issue a Notice of Civil Violation. The Notice shall be served 
on the owner or custodian in person or by certified mail. The Notice shall state: 

1. The description of the animal or animals; 
2. The name and address of the animal's owner or custodian; 
3. The number of complaints received within a three-month period; 
4. The date and time of each such complaint; 
5. The substance of each complaint; 
6. The range of penalties which may be imposed; 
7. The date, time and place of the hearing before the University Place Hearings Examiner. 

C. At the hearing the City shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the animal or animals habitually howl, yelp, bark, or make other noises which unreasonably 
disturb another person. The decision of the Hearings Examiner may be appealed to superior court within 
21 days after it is issued. 

8.05.095 Sale or Transfer of Animals in Public Places Prohibited. 
It is unlawful to sell, barter or otherwise transfer for the purpose of changing ownership any 

animal in an area open to the public unless such activity is licensed pursuant to Chapter 8.10 UPMC. 
Non-profit and not-for-profit animal rescue agencies are exempt from this section. 

8.05.100 Impounding Animals at Large. 
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The agency authorized by the City of University Place to enforce animal control laws shall 
impound animals constituting a violation described in UPMC Title 8. Upon impounding the animals. the 
agency shall ascertain whether any of them are licensed, and if so. shall as soon as practicable notify the 
person to whom the licenses were issued that the animals have been impounded and can be redeemed. 
Any animal impounded pursuant to UPMC Title 8 shall be held 48 hours, during which time any person 
may redeem it. In case any such animal is not redeemed within 96 hours, it may be humanely destroyed 
or otherwise disposed of by the impounding agency. The fee for redeeming dogs, cats, and other animals 
impounded shall be as set forth by resolution. 

Chapter 8. 10 
LICENSING OF DOGS AND CATS 

Sections: 
8. 10.010 Licenses Required. 
8.10.020 Purchase of License. 
8.10.030 Fees. 
8.10.040 Late Payment Penalty. 
8.10.050 License Not Transferable. 
g_10.0§Q Dog @iie. 
UQJJ.7fill: License Violation Civil inlraciion. 
g_10.ogg Impounding Dogs ai Large. 

8. 10.01 O Licenses Required. 
It is unlawful for any person to own, keep, or have control of a dog or cat over the age of eight 

weeks, whether confined or not, within the corporate boundaries of the City of University Place without 
having a current license tag attached to the collar or harness which is worn by the dog or cat. Any dog or 
cat which is off the premises of its owner must have a current license, regardless of its age. If any dog 
and/or cat which is required to be licensed is found without a current license, it may be seized and 
impounded by the animal control agency or the law enforcement agency of the City of University Place. 
Additionally, such seizure and impoundment will not preclude the issuance of a criminal complaint. 
Hunting dogs, during a controlled hunt, need not wear a license tag. 

8.10.020 Purchase of License. 
A. All dog or cat licenses shall be obtained by paying the required license fee as prescribed 

by resolution or to such other agency as the City authorizes to issue licenses and collect license fees. The 
license shall remain in force for a period of 12 months from the date of issuance, expiring on the last day 
of the twelfth month. There is no prorating of any license fee. Renewal licenses will retain the original 
expiration period whether renewed prior to, on or after their respective renewal month. The applicant shall 
be furnished with such license and a metal tag. The tag shall be attached to a collar or harness which will 
be worn by the dog or cat at all times. The shape of the tag shall not be the same two consecutive years. 

B. Temporary dog or cat licenses, valid for 90 days, shall be available at no cost for previously 
unlicensed dogs and cats above the age of eight weeks. Temporary licenses shall be available from the 
Tacoma Pierce County Humane Society, licensed kennels and catteries, greoming parlors, pet shops, and 
vetefinary hospitalsCity of University Place. 

8.10.030 Fees. 
A. The license fees for the ownership, keeping, or having control of dogs and/or cats in the 

City of University Place shall be prescribed by resolution. 

B. In order to receive the fee advantage for altered dogs and cats, an individual must provide 
either proof of alteration from a licensed veterinarian or a written statement from a licensed veterinarian 
that the spay/neuter procedure would be harmful to the animal. 
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C. The City will honor requests pursuant to RCW 49.60.380 upon a showing that the animal 
is a guide or service animal under State law. 

8.10.040 Late Payment Penalty. 
A. Any person who fails to obtain a license within 30 days after the license expiration date but 

before 60 days of the expiration date shall pay a penalty per license as prescribed by resolution. Any 
person who fails to obtain a license within 60 days of the license expiration date shall pay a penalty per 
license as prescribed by resolution. 

B. No late payment penalty shall be charged on new license applications if: 
1. The owner submits proof of purchase or acquisition of the animal within the preceding 

30 days; or 
2. The owner has moved into the City within the preceding 30 days; or 
3. The animal is currently, or has been within the preceding 30 days, under the age which 

requires a license; or 
4. The owner purchases the license(s) voluntarily, prior to in-person or field contact by 

animal control personnel; or 
5. The owner submits other proof deemed acceptable in the animal control authority's 

administrative policy. 

8.10.050 License not Transferable. 
Dog or cat licenses as provided for in this chapter shall be nontransferable. A person may 

use a license for another dog or cat that he/she owns, if the dog or cat for which it was issued is no longer 
owned by such person. It is unlawful for any person to give, sell, exchange, or otherwise transfer a dog or 
cat license to another person, even if it is to be used for the same dog or cat for which it was originally 
issued. 

8.1-0Al60-Deg-Eitth 
-----tt·-shall-be··UAlawfHJ-fer any person-1&-k.eey-er-hafber any dog which, unpreveked,-·l:>iles-a 
human being while off the dog owner's property,-and the dog may be sei;,ed and i1nJ3<3unded far the 
protection of the public. The court may order the dog to be destroyed, if in the court's judgment suGh dog 
represents a Gontinuing threat or serious harm to human beings. 

3.10.()760 bicense Vielatien Civil infractien. 
. /\ person who-violates any of the provisions of UPMC g.10.010, g.10.020, or 8.10.030 shall, 

upon conviction thereof, be faund guilty of a misdemeanor with a maximum penally limited lo a fine in an 
amount not lo exceed $250.00. 

8.10.080 lmi;immding Dogs at barge. 
The agency aulhori;oed by the City of University Place lo enfarce animal control laws shall 

impound dogs constituting the public nuisance described by UPMC g.05.090. Upon impounding the dogs, 
the agency shall ascertain whether any of them are licensed, and if so, shall as soon as practicable notify 
the person-la-whom-the-lffioAses-were issued lhat--ti'le-<le@··eH!Ggs have been impounded·an6--GaR-9e 
redeemed. /\ny dog impounded pursuant lo UPMC 8710.070 through 8.10.100 shall Be-held 4g hours, 
during v«hich lime any person may redeem it. In case any such dog is not redeemed within 90 hours, it 
may be humanely destroyed or-BlheFwise disposed of by the impounding agency. The fee far redeeming 
tlogs-and/or cats--impeuRtled-pu•sua11f-te--lJP-MC g.10.070 through--~1.00-shall be as set forth-by 
resolution. 
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Chapter 8.15 
KENNELS, CATTERIES, GROOMING PARLORS, OR PET SHOPS 

Sections: 
8.15.010 Purpose. 
8.15.020 Exemption. 
8.15.030 License Requirement. 
8.15.040 Application. 
8.15.050 Fees. 
8.15.060 License. 
8.15.070 Director Power and Duties. 
8.15.080 Advertising Limitations. 
8.15.090 License Expiration. 
8.15.100 License Renewal. 
8.15.11 O License Suspension and Revocation. 
8.15.120 Appeal of License Suspension or Revocation. 
8.15.130 Inspection. 
8.15.140 lmpoundment. 
8.15.150 Civil RemedyCompliance. 
3.15.170 Cofnf)liaRB& 

8.15.01 O Purpose. 
This chapter is necessary to the peace, health, safety, and welfare of the people in the City of 

University Place and has as its purpose to provide for the humane care and treatment of animals, to 
provide for the control and regulation of facilities and kennels, to prevent nuisances, and to prevent 
endangerment of the health and safety of the public. 

8.15.020 Exemption. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any facility which is owned, operated, or 

maintained by any city, county, state, or the federal government for the purpose of maintaining or 
possessing dogs. 

8.15.030 License Requirement. 
A. License Requirements - Generally. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, maintain, or 

have six or more dogs and/or cats, or operate a commercial kennel or cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, 
foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery, or pet shop, within the 
City of University Place without an applicable license as provided for by this chapter. Any person(s) who 
engages in more than one of the services or maintains more than one of the types of facilities cited in this 
section shall pay all appropriate license fees as provided in UPMC 8.15.050. Veterinarians shall obtain 
the required licenses for any service other than one which by law may be performed only by a veterinarian; 
provided, that no such license shall be required for a veterinarian's possession of animals solely for the 
purposes of veterinary care. The Tacoma Pierce County Humane 8ociety is designated ey \he city of 
University Place as the animal control authority and is exempt from the licensing requirements of this 
Gfiapteh 

B. Transfer of License. If there is any change in ownership of any commercial kennel or 
cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel/cattery grooming parlor, 
private kennel/cattery or pet shop, the new owner may have the current permit transferred to his or her 
name upon the payment of a transfer fee as prescribed by resolution and upon the approval of the 
Tacoma Pierce County Humane 8ocielyenforcement officer. The transfer will be deemed approved if not 
rejected within 30 days from the date of the application. 

C. Grounds for Denial. A permit or license may be denied for the following causes: 
1. Conviction by the applicant of cruelty to animals. 
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. 2. Withholding or falsifying any information on the application. 

D. Renewal. Upon compliance with UPMC 8.15.040 and the tender of any fees required by 
UPMC 8.15.050, the Citythe Tacoma Pierse County Humane Society of University Place shall issue a 
renewal license, and the applicant for such license shall post such license in a conspicuous place upon 
the premises. A penalty fee of 100 percent of the license fee shall be assessed if the license application is 
not submitted by March 31st. Payment of this penalty shall not preclude the imposition of other penalties 
prescribed in UPMC g_15.170this title. 

E. License - Required Information. Every license shall state on its face the name of the 
owner and operator of the animal facility, the address, the maximum number of animals which can be kept 
in the facility at any one time, and the expiration date of the license. The number of animals which can be 
kept in the facility at any one time shall be determined by the director or agent of the Tacoma Pierce 
~enforcement officer who inspected the premises, and may be modified by the 
El-irnctornnforcement officer from time to time if the facility conditions change. The location of any kennel 
shall not be changed without prior permission of the director and such permission will be granted only after 
appropriate inspections have been conducted. 

F. Records - Duty to Maintain. Every licensed person shall maintain records for three years 
(current year and past two years) on dogs and/or cats. Said records shall contain a list of the names and 
addresses of persons from whom animals are received and to whom animals are sold, traded, given 
away, or groomed. All animal transactions shall be listed on the records and these records shall be made 
available for inspection by the director and/or agent of the Tacoma Pierce County Humane 
So&ielyenforcement officer at all reasonable times for a specific reason. 

8.15.040 Application. 
A. Application - Generally. Application for a permit to establish a new license under the 

provisions of this chapter may be made at any time. 

B. Application - Required Information. Any person applying for a license as required by this 
chapter shall submit to the Tacoma Pierce CouA-ly Humane So&ielyenforcement agency the following 
information: 

1. The name and address of the person(s) owning the facility; 
2. The name and address of the person(s) having the supervision of the facility; 
3. The address or location of the facility; 
4. The maximum number of dogs and/or cats or combination thereof which such facility 

will contain; 
5. The name and address of the person designated by the applicant as agent for the 

service of legal process or notice; 
6. A written statement issued by the appropriate University Place division responsible for 

enforcing the City's zoning code that such commercial kennel or cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, foster 
shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel/cattery, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery, or pet shop is in 
compliance with applicable zoning provisions; 

7. A statement by the applicant giving permission for inspection of the facilities at any 
reasonable time; 

8. A statement or permit from the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department to insure 
that adequate provisions for sanitary facilities can be provided; 

9. If the applicant is a pet store, a list of all species of animals such as dogs, cats, birds, 
reptiles, primates, insects, fish, rodents, and any or all others that are to be sold; 

10. The name and address of the licensed veterinarian who cares for the applicant's sick 
or injured animals; 

11 . Proof that the application irn;licates the appropriate type of kennel category 
(commercial kennel or cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel/cattery, 
grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery, or pet shop). Proof may be in the form of a business license, a 
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bona fide membership in a purebred animal club, or other such evidence acceptable to the ElifBGler-ef.!Re 
Humane Soeietyenforcement officer. 

8.15.050 Fees. 
A. The application for a commercial kennel or cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, boarding 

kennel/cattery, hobby kennel/cattery, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet shop license as 
required by this chapter may be accompanied by a fee as prescribed by resolution. 

B. Any person who has a change in the category under which a permit was issued may be 
subject to reclassification and an appropriate adjustment of the permit fee. If the license is denied, no part 
of the application fee shall be refunded to the applicant. 

8.15.060 License. 
Upon compliance with UPMC 8.15.040 and the tender of any fees as required by UPMC 

8.15.050, the +acoma Pierce County HumafIB-&ecielyenforcement agency shall issue a license for such 
commercial kennel or cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel/cattery, 
grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet shop. 

A. Duty to Comply. The licensee shall comply with all standards, rules and regulations set 
forth in this chapter throughout the licensing period. 

B. Duty to Post. The licensee shall post such license in a conspicuous place upon the 
premises where such commercial kennel or cattery, boarding kennel/cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, 
hobby kennel/cattery, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet shop is maintained. 

C. Duty to Offer Temporary Licenses. The licensee shall have and offer to clients the free 
90-day temporary licenses. 

D. Distribution. The Tacoma Pierce County Humane Soeietyenforcement agency will 
distribute each license to the following agencies: 

1. Office of Fire Prevention and Arson Control; 
2. City of University Place Community Services Department; 
3. City of University Place Community Development Department; and 
4. TRe Tacoma Pierce County Humane Society; and 
&.:±. Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department. 

8.15.070 Directer Power and Duties. 
A. The Tacoma Pierce County Humane Societyenforcement agency shall promulgate such 

standards, rules, and regulations as are necessary for the operation of this chapter. These standards, 
rules, and regulations shall be developed in conjunction with one representative from each group covered 
under this chapter and a representative from departments listed in UPMC 8.15.060(D). These standards, 
rules, and regulations may be updated at least annually and shall include but are not limited to the 
following: 

1. Sanitation and safely regulations; 
2. Minimum standards for food and water; 
3. Standards for facility construction and maintenance; 
4. Classification and separation of animals; 
5. Requirements for veterinarian care; and 
6. Pet license tag requirements. 

B. A copy of the standards, rules, and regulations promulgated by the director shall be 
furnished to each applicant for a license or license renewal. 
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C. Initial application for any of the licenses covered under this chapter shall be provisional 
and will be issued after the applicant complies with these regulations and any rules and regulations that 
may subsequently be formulated. The applicant must be in total compliance with the rules and regulations 
at the end of six months or within a correction time schedule for compliance with this chapter. 

8.15.080 Advertising Limitations. 
No hobby kennel or private kennel/cattery shall have signs, displays, or other visual 

representation advertising animals for sale or breeding. 

8.15.090 License Expiration. 
Each license issued under the authority and provisions of this chapter shall expire on 

December 31st of the year of issuance. 

8.15.100 License Renewal. 
All license renewals shall be processed in the same manner as the original application except 

that a written statement from the City of University Place Community Development Department and the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department, as required in UPMC 8.15.040(8)(6) and (8), will not be 
required. License renewals shall require the applicant to prove that the facility is still used for the same 
category of kennel activity (commercial kennel or cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, 
grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery, or pet shop). Proof may be in the form of a business license, a 
bona fide membership in a purebred animal club, or other such evidence acceptable to the director of the 
Humane Sosietyenforcement officer. 

8.15.110 License Suspension and Revocation. 
Any license issued for commercial kennel or cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby 

kennel, grooming parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet shop under the provisions of this chapter shall be 
subject to suspension or revocation if the Tacoma Pierce County Humane Societyenforcement agency 
determines that such commercial kennel or cattery, foster shelter/kennel/cattery, hobby kennel, grooming 
parlor, private kennel/cattery or pet shop is being operated in violation of this title, but only after a fair and 
impartial hearing before the Hearings Examiner. 

8.15.120 Appeal of License Suspension or Revocation. 
Within 30 days after the hearing, as provided in UPMC 8.15.110, the Hearings Examiner shall 

notify the applicant or the holder of the license, in writing, of the determination and the reasons therefor. 
The sole method of judicial review from a decision of the City of University Place Hearings Examiner shall 
be before the superior court for Pierce County. Notice of appeal shall be filed with the clerk of the court 
within 21 days of the action or decision by which a person is aggrieved. Any person whose license or 
permit is revoked shall, within 30 days thereafter, humanely dispose of all animals owned, kept, or 
harbored by such person, or be sold, or given away, and no part of the permit or license fee shall be 
refunded. 

8.15.130 Inspection. 
It shall be a condition of the issuance of any permit or license that the licensing authority be 

permitted to inspect all animals, and the premises where animals are kept, at reasonable intervals to 
protect the health and safety of the animals and of the community. If permission for such inspection is 
refused, the permit or license of the refusing owner may be revoked. An enforcement officer shall have 
the authority to enter the premises if a permit or license holder is keeping animals in his/her own 
residence. 

8.15.140 lmpoundment. 
An enforcement officer may impound any animal that is disabled or diseased because of 

neglect, abuse, or improper care, or whose condition constitutes a threat or danger to the public health or 
safety. 
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8.15.150 Civil RemeclyCompliance. 
Compliance with the provisions of this chapter may not be deemed compliance with, or 

eliminate the necessity for compliance with other applicable provisions of the laws of the state of 
Washington or of the City of University Place. 

8.15.170 CempliaAGe. 
Compliance with the prov1s1ons of ti'lis ci'lapter may not be deeme~ 

eliminate ti'le necessity for compliance witA ether applicable previsions of ti'le laws of the state of 
Washington or of the City of University Place. 

Chapter 8.20 
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOGS 

Sections: 
8.20.01 O Declaration of Dogs as Potentially Dangerous - Procedure. 
8.20.020 Permits and Fees. 
8.20.030 Confinement and Identification of Potentially Dangerous Dogs. 
8.20.040 Notification of Status of Potentially Dangerous Dog. 
8.20.050 Penalty for Violation. 

8.20.01 O Declaration of Dogs as Potentially Dangerous - Procedure. 
A. The animal control agency shall classify potentially dangerous dogs. The agency may find 

and declare an animal potentially dangerous if an animal control officer has probable cause to believe that 
the animal falls within the definitions set forth in UPMC 8.01.010. The finding must be based upon: 

1. The written complaint of a citizen who is willing to testify that the animal has acted in a 
manner which causes it to fall within the definition of UPMC 8.01.01 O; or 

2. Dog bite reports filed with the animal control agency; or 
3. Actions of the dog witnessed by any animal control officer or law enforcement officer; 

or 
4. Other substantial evidence. 

B. The declaration of potentially dangerous dog shall be in writing and shall be served on the 
owner in one of the following methods: 

1. Certified mail to the owner's last known address; or 
2. Personally; or 
3. If the owner cannot be located by one of the first two methods, by publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation. 

C. The declaration shall state at least: 
1. The description of the animal; 
2. The name and address of the owner of the animal, if known; 
3. The whereabouts of the animal if it is not in the custody of the owner; 
4. The facts upon which the declaration of potentially dangerous dog is based; 
5. The availability of a hearing in case the person objects to the declaration, if a request 

is made within 10 days; 
6. The restrictions placed on the animal as a result of the declaration of potentially 

dangerous dog; and 
7. The penalties for violation of the restrictions, including the possibility of destruction of 

the animal, and imprisonment or fining of the owner. 

D. If the owner of the animal wishes to object to the declaration of potentially dangerous dog: 
1. The owner may request a hearing before the director of the animal control agency or 

the director's designee by submitting a written request and payment of an administrative review fee as 
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prescribed by resolution to said director or the director's designee within 10 days of receipt of the 
declaration, or within 10 days of the publication of the declaration pursuant to UPMC 8.20.01 O(B). 

2. If the director or the director's designee finds that there is insufficient evidence to 
support the declaration, it shall be rescinded, and the restrictions imposed thereby annulled. 

3. If the director or the director's designee finds sufficient evidence to support declaration, 
the owner may appeal such decision pursuant to the City of University Place Hearings Examiner Code; 
provided, that the appeal and the payment of an appeal fee as prescribed by resolution must be submitted 
to the animal control agency within 1 O working days after the director or the. director's designee finds 
sufficient evidence to support the declaration. 

4. An appeal of the Hearings Examiner's decision must be filed in superior court within 21 
days of the date of the Hearings Examiner's written decision. 

5. During the entire appeal process, it shall be unlawful for the owner appealing the 
declaration of potentially dangerous dogs to allow or permit such dog to: 

a. Be unconfined on the premises of the owner; or 
b. Go beyond the premises of the owner unless such dog is securely leashed and 

humanely muzzled or otherwise securely restrained. 

8.20.020 Permits and Fees. 
Following a declaration of potentially dangerous dog and the exhaustion of the appeal 

therefrom, the owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall obtain a permit for such dog from the animal 
control agency, and shall be required to pay the fee for such permit as prescribed by resolution. In 
addition, the owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall pay an annual renewal fee for such permit as 
prescribed by resolution. Should the owner of a potentially dangerous dog fail to obtain a permit for such 
dog from the animal control agency or to appeal the declaration of potentially dangerous dog, the animal 
control agency is authorized to seize and impound such dog and, after notification to the owner, hold the 
dog for a period of no more than five days before destruction of such dog by the animal control agency. 

8.20.030 Confinement and Identification of Potentially Dangerous Dogs. 
A. Following a declaration of potentially dangerous dog and the exhaustion of the appeal 

therefrom, it shall be unlawful for the person owning or harboring or having care of such potentially 
dangerous dog to allow and/or permit such dog to: 

1. Be unconfined on the premises of such person; or 
2. Go beyond the premises of such person unless such dog is securely leashed and 

humanely muzzled or otherwise securely restrained. 

B. Potentially dangerous dogs must be tattooed or have a microchip implanted for permanent 
identification. This information must be on record with the Cityat the offices of the Tacoma Pierce County 
Humane 8ociety of University Place. 

C. The residence or property where a potentially dangerous dog is confined must have a 
warning sign conspicuously posted and visible from all streets and public rights-of-way adjacent thereto, 
clearly stating "Warning, Potentially Dangerous Dog," with letter size not smaller than two and one-half 
inches in height. 

8.20.040 Notification of Status of Potentially Dangerous Dog. 
A. The owner of a dog that has been classified as a potentially dangerous dog shall 

immediately notify the animal control agency when such dog: 
1. Is loose or unconfined; or 
2. Has bitten or otherwise injured a human being or attacked another animal or livestock; 

or 
3. Is sold or given away or dies; or 
4. Is moved to another address. 
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B. Prior to a potentially dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the 
name. address. and telephone number of the new owner to the animal control agency. The new owner 
shall comply with all of the requirements of this title if that person lives in the City or with those of 
whichever jurisdiction within which the new owner lives. 

8.20.050 Penalty for Violation. 
/\ny person who violates a provision of this cha13ter shall. u13on conviction thereof. be fouoo 

guilty of a rnisdemeanor.Any person convicted of a violation of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, in addition to any other remedies or penalties specifically provided for herein. may be 
punished by a fine of not more than $1,000. or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days in jail, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. In addition. any person found guilty of violating this chapter shall pay all 
expenses. including shelter, food, veterinary expenses for identification or certification of the breed of the 
animal or boarding and veterinary expenses necessitated by the seizure of any dog for the protection of 
the public. and such other expenses as may be required for the destruction of any such dog; provided, 
that any potentially dangerous dog which is in violation of the restrictions contained in UPMC 8.20.0230 or 
restrictions imposed as part of a declaration as a potentially dangerous dog shall be seized and 
impounded. Furthermore. any potentially dangerous dog which attacks a human being, domestic animal. 
or livestock may be ordered destroyed when, in the court's judgment, such potentially dangerous dog 
represents a continuing threat of serious harm to human beings or domestic animals. 

Chapter 8.25 
RABIES CONTROL 
Sections: 
8.25.010 Duty of owner. custodian and health officer. 
8.25.020 Quarantine - Notice to owner. 
8.25.030 Quarantine - Duties of owner. 
8.25.040 Handling of an animal bitten by rabid animal. 
8.25.050 Publication of notice of outbreak of rabies. 
8.25.060 Procedures. 
8.25.070 Violation - Penalty. 
8.25.080 Severability. 

8.25.010 Duty of owner, custodian and health officer. 
A. It shall be the duty of the owner and/or custodian of any dog or cat within the city to quarantine any dog 
or cat within the city which he has grounds to suspect of being infected with the disease of rabies or 
hydrophobia. 
B. If the health officer: 
1 . Has grounds to suspect that any dog or cat running at large in the city is infected with rabies or 
hydrophobia; and 
2. Has notice that said dog's or cat's owner or custodian cannot be determined; and 
3. Is able to locate and confine said animal; 
the health officer shall quarantine the animal as provided in this chapter. 
C. The biting of a human being by a dog or cat causing penetration of the skin by the animal's teeth is 
specifically declared a ground for suspecting that such animal is so infected. 
(Ors. a55 § 2. 2002). 

8.25.020 Quarantine - Notice to owner. 
The health officer may initiate a quarantine by delivering to the owner or custodian of such suspected 
animal. by either certified mail or by hand delivering to a responsible person present on the premises. a 
written notice of such quarantine which shall prescribe the duration of the quarantine period; provided, that 
the period of the quarantine shall not exceed 10 days, unless it is determined that the animal is infected 
with rabies. The delivery of the notice of quarantine to a responsible person present upon the premises 
where such animal is kept shall be considered service of a notice upon the owner or custodian. Any such 
animals so quarantined shall be impounded in the Tacoma-Pierce County Humane Society animal shelter 
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or a local veterinary clinic's kennel. In the discretion of the health officer, the animal may be quarantined 
upon the premises of the owner or any other person so long as the requirements of the quarantine are 
strictly fulfilled. 
{0~6 § 2, 2002). 
8.25.030 Quarantine - Duties of owner. 
A. During the period of any quarantine, the owner or custodian of a quarantined animal shall not allow the 
animal to come in contact with any other animal or person or permit such animal to run at.large outside of 
the premises where quarantined or upon the premises itself, unless the premises is enclosed by a secure 
fence from which the animal cannot escape. When the fence encloses the access to the premises, the 
animal must be restricted to leave free access to those persons lawfully entering the premises. 
B. The owner or custodian shall not remove or cause the animal to be removed from the premises without 
the prior consent of the health officer. These restrictions shall continue until the animal is released from 
quarantine. If any animal is found running at large after the commencement of the quarantine period or is 
removed from the premises where quarantined, it shall be impounded and, unless claimed and redeemed 
by its owner or custodian within two days after the expiration of the quarantine period, may be destroyed 
by the proper authorities. 
C. Upon redemption of a dog, cat or other animal released from quarantine from the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Humane Society animal shelter, the owner or custodian shall pay the same impound fee and 
board fee for any dog, cat or other animal quarantined in the animal shelter, as provided for in UPMC 
8.01.070; provided, however, if the animal is brought to the animal shelter by the owner or custodian, the 
service fee shall be waived. 
{Ord. 356 § 2, 20~ 
8.25.040 Handling of an animal bitten by rabid animal. 
When an animal is known to have been bitten by a rabid animal, the following procedures shall be 
followed: 
A. Unvaccinated Animal. An unvaccinated animal shall be immediately destroyed; provided, that upon the 
election of the owner, the animal may be kept, at its owner's expense, in strict isolation in a kennel under 
veterinary supervision for a minimum period of six months following the bite. 
B. Vaccinated Animal. A vaccinated animal shall be handled as follows: 
1. The animal shall be immediately revaccinated with an approved rabies vaccine and confined under the 
supervision of a veterinarian for a period of 30 days following revaccination; or 
2. If the animal is not immediately revaccinated, it shall be confined in strict isolation in a kennel for six 
months under the supervision of a veterinarian; or 
3. The animal may be destroyed if the owner or custodian does not comply with subsections (B)(1) or (2) 
of this section. 
{Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 
8.25.050 Publication of notice of outbreak of rabies. 
Upon any outbreak of rabies or when rabies has been diagnosed within the city, and when in the judgment 
of the health officer there is imminent danger of the spread of the disease, the health officer shall publish a 
notice to that effect in the official newspaper of the city for three successive days. For a period of six 
weeks following the final publication of the notice, the owner or custodian of a dog shall keep the dog 
securely confined at all times by leash or in a tight enclosure from which the dog cannot escape. During 
said period any dog found running at large in the city shall be impounded and unless claimed and 
redeemed by its owner within two days following such impounding may be destroyed by the proper 
authorities. Any person charged with the enforcement of this chapter may destroy any dog found running 
at large within the city when, after reasonable effort, he is unable to impound the dog, or after reasonable 
investigation, is unable to locate the owner or custodian thereof. The health officer shall have authority to 
extend the six-week time period for additional six-week periods by notice given in the manner provided 
above until, in his judgment, the imminent danger of the spread of the disease is no longer present. 
fQ!4-~6 § 2, 2002). 
8.25.060 Procedures. 
The health officer is authorized and directed to develop a quarantine program for dogs, cats, and other 
household pets and otherwise to develop procedures for the enforcement of this chapter. 
{Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 
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8.25.070 Violation - Penalty. 
Any person. firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be penalized by a fine. 
(Ord 356 § 2, 2002). 
8.25.080 Severability. 
If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the chapter or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be 
affected. 
~e-a56 § 2, 2002-)-c 
Chapter 8.30 
DOG CONTROL ZONES 

Sections: 
8.30.01 O Dog Control Zone Established. 
8.30.020 Dogs Off Premises. 
8.30.030 Violation - Civil Infraction. 
8.30.040 Penalty. 

8.30.01 O Dog Control Zone Established. 
The City of University Place is hereby established as a dog control zone. 

8.30.020 Dogs Off Premises. 
Within a dog control zone, any person owning or having charge, care, custody, or control of 

any dog shall keep such dog exclusively upon his own premises, except that the dog may be off the 
premises if it is under control of its owner or a competent person by a leash. 

8.30.030 Violation - Civil Infraction. 
Any violation of this chapter is unlawful and shall constitute a violation pursuant to Chapter 

1.20 UPMC. Such penalty is in addition to any other remedies or penalties specifically provided in this 
title. 

8.30.040 Penalty. 
Any person convicted of a violation of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 

and, in addition to any other remedies or penalties specifically provided for herein, may be punished by a 
fine of not more than $1,000, or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days in jail, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

Chapter 8.35 
BABY CHICKS, RABBITS, AND DUCKbll\IGS 

Sections: 
g.35.010 Unlawful lo sell or give away in quantity under si". 
~2G-E>meµtion Sale or-gii't-ler-oaucational-J*lfpese&. 
g.35.030 Artificial coloring unlawfuh 
g.35.040 Commercial sale not affected. 
S.35.050 Violation Civil infraction. 

8.35.019 Unlawful to sell or give a•Nay in quantity under six. 
II shall 9e unlawful for any person, firm or corporation lo sell or offer for sale, 9arter or give mvay living 
baby chicks, rabbits, ducklings or other fowl under two months of a§e in any quantity less than six. 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 

~20 Exseption Sale or gift far edusational purposes. 
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1Jl"MC·····8o3&c010 shall-Aet-appJy .. te-tfie--sale,Bffef for sale, barter or~GRici<S;·-rabllits, 
ducl<lings, or other lowl when SClGh transastion is lor organi:wd institutional and/or educational purpose& 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 

8~&c030-ArnfiGial~IGril'lg 1mlawfut, 
Jl--sAalf .. be-HAlawiul-fof-anttofSoR,--fiH1+-eF-Gorporation to sell, offer fm-salo,tiarter, give away,or··disf)lay 
living baby chicks, rabbits, ducl<lings er other fowl, which have been dyed, colored or otherwise treated so 
as to impart to them an artificial color. 
fQrd 356 § 2, 2002). 

8.35.949 Commercial sale Rot affected. 
~apter shall not be construed-to prohibit the sale or display of natural baby chicks, rabbits,d!Jci<lifl§S 
or other fovil in proper brooder facilities by hatsheries or stores engaged in the business of selling them-foF 
commercial purposes. 
f0'4-J56§2~ 

8.35.950 ViolatioA Civil iAfractien. 
Any-violation of this chapter is unlawful and shall constitute a violation pursuant to Chapter 1.20 UPMC., 
For each act herein prohibited of a continuing nature, each day shall be considered a separate offense. 
f0r4-356+2,--200:?fr 

Chapter 8.40 
WILD ANIMALS AND REPTILES* 

Sections: 
8.40.01 O Animal defined. 
8.40.020 Vicious, venomous/poisonous or dangerous wild animals. 
8.40.030 Duty to advise purchaser/recipient. 
8.40.040 Allowing wild or vicious animals to run at large prohibited. 
8.40.050 Exception for circuses, zoos, and transportation of wild animals. 
8.40.060 Violations - Penalty- Continuing offenses. 
*Cross-reference: RCW 9.08.010. 

8.40.010 Animal defined. 
For purposes of this chapter, "animal" means all reptiles, birds, invertebrates, mammals, amphibians, and 
fish. 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 

8.40.020 Vicious, venomous/poisonous or dangerous wild animals. 
No person shall have, keep, maintain, or have in his/her possession or under his/her control, within the city 
of University Place, any lion, tiger, bear, chimpanzee, gorilla, cougar, mountain lion, badger, wolf, coyote, 
fox, lynx, or any other vicious or venomous/poisonous or other potentially dangerous wild animal~ i 
provided, persons residing in the city of University Place may keep potentially dangerous wild animals 
eth·eHfiaA a lion, tiger, bear, cRimpanzee, gorilla, GGH§aF,mOHR.taifl-lieA,--9adger, wolf, coyele,fo~r 
ether vicious or venomous/poisonous wild animal, if they obtain a permit from the Tacoma Pierce County 
Humane Society. Such permits shall be granted only upon a showing 9y the applicant that adequate 
safeguards have been instituted and will be maintained which effectively control any dangerous er vicious 
proflOFlSilies-of such animal, anG-olimiRate any danger to ineivitli;als and proper.ty,an4-4fial--the-koopiR§ 
and maintaining of such animal will be in the best interests of !he animal and will in no way constitute a 
RHisance to the occupant of any surrounding property. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
exonerate anyone from liability that may occur from the l<eeping of such wild animal whether under permit 
Of-flOh 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 
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8.40.030 Duty to advise purchaser/recipient. 
Any person offering for sale or gift any animal in the city of University Place which falls within UPMC 
8.40.020 shall have the duty to advise the purchaser or recipient of the wild nature of the animal and its 
vicious, venomous/poisonous, or dangerous propensities and of the fact that possession of such animal is 
prohibited by the cCity of University Place Municipal Code. 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002} 

8.40.040 Allowing wild or vicious animals to run at large prohibited. 
No person ewAing or having charge, custoGy,control, or possession of any animal specifies in UPMC 
8.40.020 shall permit or allow !he-Bame any animal specified in UPMC 8.40.02 to run at large upon any 
highway, street, lane, alley, court, or any other place, public or private, or within the premises of such 
person in such a manner as to endanger any person lawfully entering such premises. 
(Ore. 356 § 2, 2002). 

8.40.050 Exception for circuses, zoos, and transportation of wild animals. 
A. UPMC 8.40.020 shall not apply to any person who has custody of any animal described in 

this chapter in connection with the operation of any zoo or circus or any program of medical or scientific 
research, provided such person has taken adequate measures to safeguard persons and property. 

B. UPMC 8.40.020 shall not apply to any person keeping, maintaining or having in his 
possession or under his control any animal defined in this chapter when such person is transporting such 
animal through the city of University Place, provided he has taken adequate safeguards to protect the 
public, and has notified the police of his proposed route of transportation and of the time that such trip is to 
take place. 
(Grd. 35§ § 2,~'L}c 

8.40.060 Violations - Penalty- Continuing offenses. 
Any parson, firm, or corporation violating any of the prov1s1ons of this chapter shall be gujfut_of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, be subjected to a fine not exceeding the sum of $250.00 or 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 90 days, or both such fine and imprisonment at the discretion of 
the court. 
(Gf€h 356 § 2~) 

Chai;iter-8M 
blV€S+OCK-tl!S"l"RIG'.J"S 

Sections: 
8.45.010 Stock restriGlet!-ar~ 
~latioo& 

8.45.010 Stool< restricted area. 
/\II areas of the city of University Place are restricted areas where livestocl< may not run at large. 
{Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 

8.45.020 ViolatiGRS. 
+Re-owner or other person having control or custody of any livestock at large 46-in violation of UPMC 
8.05 035 
(Ord. 356 § 2, 2002). 

Section 2. Severabilitv. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid 
for any reason, or should any portion of this Ordinance be pre-empted by state or federal law or regulation, 
such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or its 
application to pther persons or circumstances. 
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Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of the City, 
and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON THE 18TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2006 

~~ 
Gerald Gehring, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Passed by the City Council: 09/18/06 

Published: 09/21/06 

Effective Date: 09/26/06 
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